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^Want 
to douSfe, triyfe, or quadruyfe your money within t year? Inyest in one of

these five regions of tfu ^tfw 
^WOn-C.t:: 

5{ew Tngfartd (n|ctssacfrtrsetts, ']thot{e

Is[an[, Connecticut), Svli[Atfantic (l,ennsy[ianir]., 'I)efaware, !N'e1v Jersey),
Cftesayea6e Uirginia, n4ary[and), J,[e'w Ntetfurfands / Itfew aorL, nr the South
( C ct r o ftn as a.n d' (j e o r p1 i a )

The Sett ing: 1740 in colonial  America. The colonies are al l  thr iv ing, economical ly prosperous
and serving their  purpose within a mercant i l ist  f  ramework, buying manufactured goods and
exporl ing raw mater ials in order to enrich the mother country (England).  At this juncture; each
colony is very di f ferent and separate from each other in terms of their  respect ive histor ies,
economies, and cultures. In fact,  in the year.1 740, the average Virginian had more contact /
famil iar i ty with London than they had with colonists from other regions. This was of course at l
about to change in the coming decades in the lead-up to the American Revolut ion and War for
lndependence. But for now, in 1740, al l  is serene (most Nat ive Americans have been pushed
aside by now - see King Phi l ip 's War) and the colonists of the f  ive regions are general ly happy
loyal,  and proud Bri t ish subjects.  For now, we are going to disregard French sett lement /
economic act iv i ty in the inter ior ( f  ur t rade, etc.)  of  the country and the cont inuing dominance of
Spain in the region to the south of the present day United States.. .not to say i t  was unimportant!

The Project:  In today's business world,  a prospectus is def ined as " a document descr ibing the
chief features of something, such as a business, an educat ional program, or especial ly a stock
off  er ing or mutual f  und, for prospect ive buyers, investors, or part ic ipants."  Your job is to,  as part
of a group, to create a Regional Prospectus for those who might wish to invest rn or even
immigrate /  emigrate to your assigned region. Essent ial ly,  your job is to "sel l"  your region as the
most al lur ing place in the Bri t ish colonies to invest in or relocate to.  But you must be honest and
thorough, detai l ing both the posit ives and negat ives of your region. In today's world,  corporat ions
must rout inely disclose (make publ ic knowledge) information about their  business goals,  act ions,
and f  inancial  success or lack thereof .  Corporat ions that are found gui l ty of  improper or false
disclosure of the facts surrounding their  business enterpr ise and the r isks assocrated with
invest ing in i t  face strong sanct ions f  rom the Securi t ies and Exchange Commission in
Wash ing ton ,  D.C.

The Process: You wi l l  be randomly placed in a group of 4 to 6 students. Your group wi l l  be
assigned one of the f ive regions ident i f ied above. Within your group, you wi l l  special ize in
researching and wri t ing on one or two topics about that region, which wi l l  be combined with the
other group member's work to create the Regional Prospectus,

The regions are as fol lows:
1. New England (Massachusetts,  Rhode ls land, Connect icut -  main focus on Mass.)
2. Mid-At lant ic (Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey - main focus on Pennsylvania)
3. Chesapeake (Virginia and Maryland - main focus on Virginia)
4. New Netherlands /  New York
5. South (North Carol ina, South Carol ina, Georgia -  main focus on North Carol ina)

The topics are as fol lows:
1. Overal l  History of the Region ( i ts or igins /  major histor ical  developments over t ime)
2. Pol i t ical  /  Governmental  History and Herrtage
3. Culture and Peoples of the Region
4. Geography and Economics
5. Famous People



6. Rel igious History and Heri tage
7. Current Status (1740) and The Future (what the region needs to work on in the f  uture)
8. Visual /  Poster advert isement to prospect ive investors /  sett lers which sel ls the region

(should be the cover page to the prospectus and be on 8.5 x 1 1 paper)

Logist ics:

1. Homework packets for Chapters 2 and 3 are opt ional and are for extra-credit .  l f  you
complete the standard homework packet for ei ther /  both chapters (crossword and
pract ice test) ,  you wi l l  receive a grade of 100%, the var iable being how many points i t  is
worth (up to 4Ol4O). For any other work completed during this project ( t imel ines,
out l in ing, onl ine study quest ions),  the normal extra-credit  caveats apply.

2. Day 1: Introduce the project and organize the groups /  div ide the labor (students should
be reading Chapter 2 and 3 on their  own over the next few days)

3. Days 2 and 3: Library research work to research your topic and f inish reading Chapters 2
and 3.

4. Day 4 and 5: Lesson by Mr. Ruppert  on "The Matur ing Colonies".  Your individual
paper(s) are due by the end of c lass on Day 5.

a. Each of the seven "mini-papers" should be anywhere f rom 3/a lo 1 page in length.
Thus, your prospectus should be about 5-7 pages total  length (not including the
cover advert isement artwork or bibl iography).  In no cases should your paper be
longer than 1 .5  pages in  length  (doub le  spaced,  one inch  marg ins ,  s ize  10- .12
font).  Clearly,  at  the top of your paper,  should be your name, your region, and
your topic of coverage

b. The last page of the prospectus must be a properly formatted bibl iography that
ut i l izes at least f  ive resources besides your texlbook. In this instance, there is
not distr ibut ion requirement in terms of types of sources used.

c. You should make mult iple copies (or just share f  i les electronical ly) of  your sect ion
of the paper,  in order that each group member has access to the f in ished
prospeclus. On night f ive, your assignment is to ful ly read your group's f in ished
product.

5. Day 6: In class, you wi l l  read /  skim each group's regional prospectus, taking notes about
l ikes /  dis l ikes for each. For homework, you wi l l  wr i te a short  essay, explaining which
region you have chosen to sett le /  invest your money in.  YOU MAY NOT CHOOSE
YOUR OWN REGION.

Day 7: We wi l l  ta l ly the results,  have a bi t  of  discussion on your decisions. The region
which WINS (gets the most votes for portraying their  region) wi l l  get +4 points extra credit
added to their  grade.

This assignment wi l l  be graded out of 50 points,  based on fol lowing instruct ions properly
(5) histor ical  accuracy /  comprehensiveness of content (30),  the visual port ion (5),
grammar and punctuat ion (5),  and proper bibl iography (5).
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