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Christonhcr Columbus: I- lero or Vil lain' l

I|:rckground: fhe 2"'r Monday in October is a day that nrost of you will look forward to,
as N4cQLraid rvi l l  not be in session due to the cornmemoration of the l i fc, exploits, and
legacy o1'Christopher Columbus. As shown in the viewpoints reading (back of this
pagc), this national holiday is not without i ts detractors and has become much ntorc
publicly ancl passionately debated in recent years. Many believe we should not honor this
It. tAn's exploits with a sacred national holiday, especial ly considering the irnpact which
the Colunrbian (Atlantic) Exchange had on Native American populations.

Your llssay 'l'opic: In class you will be learning, in depth, about the life,
accorttpl ishntcnls, and legacy of Columbus. Your cssay should be persuasive in naturc
and scck to address the fol lowing questions l ' rorn your perspectivc:

Advicc to do well: Use a variety of information both fiom your textbook and in class
clocunre ntation to write a well reasoned, well organized essay. You may, of course, use
outsidc research if you wish. State your position and catch the reader's attention in the
introduction, but do not get into detailing your reasons and constructing your argunent.
Conclude strongly by firmly restating your position.

P.S. - Your arguments should be a bit more substantial than "I feel we should continue to
honor hinr with a holiday because I l ike having a day off school,".. .although undeniably
that rnay play a part.

I t Introduction - Set the scene with some flair /Catch the readers attention with
sonre afticulation of the conflict over the differing viewpoints concerning
Columbus' legacy
Body / Mult iple Paragraphs / Addresses...
a. Hero or Villain or somewhere in between? Give evidence!
b. Should we continue to honor hirn with a national holiday? ln your

estimation, are there other Americans who are more worthy of such a
holiday? Who? Make a case for them.

Conclusion - Summarize his legacy (Colurnbian Exchange, etc.)

tr)

Was Columllus a hero as some would say, a villain or even a murderer as others
would say, or somewhere in between? Should we continue to honor him with a
national holiday?
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Resourccs:

a

a

a

a

a

'Ihe prc-1492 biography from National Geographic
Cd-rom in class - -500 Nations
Diffcring Viewpoinls Reading
In class oral argunrcnt.s nradc by your classmates
Web sites available through Mr. Ruppert's History Pages

o 1492. An Ongoing Vo-vage
Go to google... type in "Colurnbus hero or vi l lain" and search


