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The Fie.,v foi"k,ii..ie'"v i.ierheriancs region "//as a ci'riisn ccionr-. Thls pl-ov:ncc

was named for Charles l l 's brother. James the Duke of York. lt became a brit ish

colony in 1664 after an attack by brit ish forces, The brit ish would fight alongstde

New York's original settlers, the lroquois Indians, during the French-lndian war.

Dutch West India company and Brit ish East India company fought over it. Dutch

West India company died off and Brit ish East India Company grew and

PROSPERED. The colonv of New York had a lot of natural resources to offer to

Britain and the other colonies. These included lumber and qrains because it was

one of the "Bread Basket" colonies.

The new masters, now being English rather than Dutch introduced

English constitutional forms, including a more centralrzed government and a

Provincial Assembly, and continued the Dutch policy of welcoming dissenting

Christian sects, such as New Rochelle's founders. The Brit ish replaced the Dutch

in their all iance with the lroquois against New France. This all iance fought the

French and Indian Wars and. under Sir Will iam Johnson. Canada was

conquered.

When the English government replaced the Dutch government,

many of the Dutch customs remained. Parts of the culture, l ike ice skating

remained. The government remained tolerant of different Christian religions and

replaced the Dutch in their all iance with the lroquois.



Brent Sanderson New Netherlands

Culture and Peoples

New Netherlands was a place of many diverse ethnic cultures. 
'fhe 

Colony was

discovered by The Dutch Empire. therefbre incorporates Dutch culture. Dutch culture in New

Netherlands was made up of many ditlbring cultures all put together. ln the New Netherlands.

peoplc wcre not being persecuted fbr their ethnic group or groups. Among the people who

settled in New Netherlands were Dutch. Clerman. F'rench. trnglish. Swedish. Portuguesc. and

African. These sett lers wcre Clalvinists. [ .utherans. Quakers. ( 'atholics. Jews, and Muslinrs.

l-.thnic difl'erences hindered a sense ol'communitv but any culture was wclcome in New

Netherlands.

' l 'he 
sett lers ol 'New Ncthcrlands rcpresentcd a range ol 'E,uropean backgrounds.' l 'hey had

bccn rccruited by the West India Company and bv individual company Directors f iom all  the

provinces of the Dutch Republic. 
- l 'o 

help supply colonial traders. the Wcst India Company

oflbred large estates called patroonships to wealthv l)utchnren.' l 'he West India Companl,was

more interested in gaining wcalth then containing ordcr in Ncw Netherlands. ' l 'hc 
Ncw

Netherlands consisted of many dilfbrcnt backgrounds. rcligions" and languages. 
-l.he 

result of

this is many dif l 'erent ethnic and social groups l iving in New'Netherlands.

'l'hc 
early people of the New Netherlands region were called the New Netherlands Dutch

fbr their Dutch culture. The New Netherlands people ofien lound marriage partners that crossed

ethnic lines. 
'fhis 

helped spread multicultural people through out New Netherlands. Once more

ethnic groups populated New Netherlands. the people were no longer called the New

Netherlands Dutch because there were so manv different cultures.



Brent Sanderson New Netherlands

Religious History

In New Netherlands. there were many difl-erent religions. In the colony. there was a

concept of religious tolerance and it was a legal right to practice any religion. The instructions of

religious fieedom were liom the lbunding document ol-the Dutch republic. The 1579 lJnion of

lJtrecht stated "that everyone shall remain fiee in religion and that no one may be persecuted or

investigated because of religion". Seltlers had the right to choose their own religion and be able

to change it  at any t ime.

This rel igious tolerance came fiom the Dutch republic. the mothcr country of New

Netherlands. 
'Ihe 

Dutch republic was a haven firr refugees fiom thc surrounding autocratic

regimes. New Nelherlands was a haven in the sanre way thc Dr"rtch repr"rblic was. in that. New

Netherlands was a sat-e haven over seas. Ncw Ncthcrlands became a magnet fbr refugees fiom

Europc. as well as a destination for Afiicans who w'ere acquircd through the slave tradc.

Ncw Netherlands is located in the New York tri-state rcgion and is consider sanctuary lbr

the rel igiously persecuted. ' l 'hcrc 
were many different sects of rcl igion in New Ncthcrlands

including Quakers. Catholics, Jews. and many others. The religious tolerance created a wealth of

diversit,v in New Netherlands. The Sett lers in the colony l ived f iee of rcl igious and cultural

persecution.
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A Brief Political Historv of New York

In 1700, New York was a royal province. lts governmental organization consisted of a

governor with his deputy, advised by a council of his own appointment, and a popular assembly

which was co-ordinate with the governor and council in legislation. There were different courts

ofjustice and various "crown officers" who acted as overseers of England, in addition to the

governor. However the factors that were most influential upon the government of New York

were the few rich families that controlled the colony's commerce. Basically, New York was an

aristocracy, comparable to medieval Europe. The most powerful of these families were the

Heathcotes, the Smiths, the Crugers, and a branch of the Livingston family. Most of the wealth

these families accrued was based on the land they controlled on the Hudson River. With that

land, they could control almost all of the trade coming into the northeast via the Hudson, as well

as the fur trade in that area.

Although immediately prior to the American Revolution, New York was a province of

England, it was a colony of the Dutch before that. The Dutch established trading stations at Fort

Orange, and on Manhattan lsland. The government of New Netherland as it was called was

mainly operated by (if not directly through) the West India Company. The company was the only

major factor in controlling trade in the area. For several years the company offered few

inducements to emigrants and as a consequence the colony grew slowly in numbers, although its

trade did very well. In 1629 the thirty one articles of "Freedoms and Exemptions granted by the



Assembly of the XIX. of the Privileged West India Company, to all such as shall plant any

colonies in New Netherland" to encourage emigration from New Netherland. The people of New

Netherland were opposed to this, and overthrew the Company's system of rule. The first steps

toward self government took place in 1638. The new system was based tightly upon the system

in place in Holland at that time. Individual towns and villages controlled by individual systems.

Unfortunately, that system ultimately led to annexation by the British, and the ultimate

destruction of New Netherland.
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There have been many famous people who have been from or taken part in the

history of the province of New York. One very famous person involved in the history of

New York was Peter Stuyvesant. Peter Stuyvesant was the last Dutch Director-General in

the colony of New Netherlands. He had many accomplishments during his time as

Dictator-General, which spanned from 1647 untll 1664. He expanded New York beyond

the southern tip of Manhattan. Stuyvesant also built many things in New York during his

time as Dictator-General. Some of these projects were the protective wall on Wall Street,

the canal that runs through New York City. Stuyvesant was also a great believer in

education and was quoted saying, "Nothing is of greater irnportance than the early

instruction of youth". Due to this, in 1661, New Amsterdam had one g1ammar school,

two elementary schools and had twenty-eight licensed master schools. Another famous

person involved with New York's history was Tomas Dongan, 2nd Earl of Limerick.

Dongan is famous for having called the first representative legislature in New York and

for granting the province's Charted of Liberties. At the time of his appointment to

governor of the province of New York, the province was bankrupt and in a state of

rebellion. On October 14, 1683, he called the flrst representative assembly in New York's

history. Dorgan also granted land grants in order to establish towns throughout New

York. These towns included East Hampton, New York and Southampton.
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New York is located towards the top of America and has access to the sea on its

lower portion. New York also includes Long Island and Manhattan Island. New York's

landscape is generally flat with the exception of the Appalachian Mountains witch run

across the back of the province. Much of upper New York is cover with trees such as

evergreens. These trees are used to fuel the market for lumber. If a lumbeqack is looking

to make a prophet, they have to look no further than New York. Another physical feature

of New York is the Hudson River which runs and South with the province until it empties

into the Atlantic Ocean. This River is used to make shipping goods such as furs, timber

and flour much easier than transporting it over land to the ports in the south of New York.

Another big business in New York is fur trading, there are many fur trading post in New

York and many animals with very valuable coats. New York's primary staple is flour.

New York sells its flour to colonists in the southern colonies but its' largest and most

profitable market is with Jamaica and the Dutch rslands of Curacao and Surinam. There

are many profitable markets and businesses to take part of ln New York and all you need

is the money to move and the motivation to succeed.


