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AM.D.G.
American History 8 — Mr. Ruppert
Introductory Assignment (20 points)

Assignment Instructions:
The title of the essay you will read is “Bridging the Past and Present.” It is about the

incredible and fascinating story behind the building of the Brooklyn Bridge in the late
1800s. The story is also used to illustrate several reasons why it is important and
interesting to study American History as a whole. You will use the knowledge you gain
from reading this essay to construct a 1 to 1 /2 page essay. This essay will have two
parts, each approximately %z to % page long.

Part A: In your own words, use key points from the article and any others you
can come up with on your own to answer the following question: “Why Study

American History?”

Part B: In your own words, write a reflective response entitled “What History
Means to Me.” You may also use the attached award winning essay of that same
title to give you some ideas of what shape your essay may take.

THIS ESSAY MUST BE TYPED. PUT FORTH YOUR BEST EFFORT...AS I
PROMISE THIS PIECE OF WRITING WILL, IF DONE WELL, COME IN HANDY
BIGTIME AT THE END OF THE YEAR.




"PROLOGUE

ridging

{ he construction of the Brooklyn Bridge between 1869 and
1883 is one of America’s great stories. The story of this
bridge also tells us a lot about the subject of history and
why this subject is so fascinating and important.
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Because other, shorter suspension bridges had failed before the Brooklyn Bridge was begun, the
outcome of this project remained in doubt until its completion. Two engineers check the progress of
the bridge’s construction in 1881 (above), and workers cut and tie cables in 1882 (right).

2 ProLOGUE




HisTory Is FuLt or

SnexpecTED QUTCOMES

John A. Roebling designed the Brooklyn
Bridge and began its construction. He never
knew the results of his effort, however. At the
very beginning of the construction in
1869, a boat crushed his foot, and
two weeks later he died from
tetanus.

John Roebling’s unfortunate
story illustrates something about
history that we may overlook. We
know what John Roebling never
knew—that his plan succeeded
and that the Brooklyn Bridge still
stands today. When we read about
the events of the past, we can easily
forget that the participants in the
drama did not know how things
would turn out. They had no more idea about
the outcome of events than you now have
about the outcome of today’s events.

iistory Revears
THE CAuses oF EVEnTS
People knew they needed a bridge
to connect Manhattan Island with
Brooklyn for more than half a
century. Why was the bridge not
begun until 1869, and why was it
begun by John Roebling? History
does not always give one sure
answer about how and why an
event took place. But historians can
tell us about important earlier
incidents that led to the event.
The East River, which the
Brooklyn Bridge would eventually
cross, flows swiftly and runs deep.
The river served as a major route

John A. Roebling

for large ocean-going ships and could not be
blocked with a low bridge. The best type of
bridge to span this river would be a suspension
bridge, and it had to be almost 1,600 feet long.
No one had ever constructed a long-span

suspension bridge until John Roebling
built one in 1846 across the Ohio River
at Wheeling, West Virginia. The
bridge that made him famous and
captured the public’s imagination,
however, was the one that
stretched more than 1,000 feet
across Niagara Falls.

Roebling’s technical success
was not the only reason the
Brooklyn Bridge got built when it
did. Residents of Manhattan had used

ferry boats to travel back and forth
between Brooklyn and Manhattan.
Although traveling by ferry took much longer
than crossing a bridge, a bridge would cost
the taxpayers more money than they wished
to invest. In the winter of 1866 t01867,
however, the cold weather halted ferry service
and isolated Manhattan. The residents now
were ready to pay for their bridge.
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