
Chapter 19 An Industrial and Urban Nation (1876-1900)

The late 1800s was a time of great change in the United States ir-r

ten-rrs of technology, workers'  movements, immigrat ion, ancl pol i t ics.

As you str-rdy this chapter, consider why changes in tecl-rnologv nriglit

lead to problerns for workers, why people might be afrr-ric1 o[

inrnrigrat ion, and why people nright form pol i t ical orgi ' rnizat ions to

i  r lprove their concl i t ions.
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Chapter 19

Section 1: The Second Industrial Revolution

In this section yor-r wil l learn how the late 1800s were marlced b1,

advances in technology and great growth in rnanufactur ing.  As 1,ou

stucly this material, pay attention to the following tern.rs:

[Jesscrncr process

paten t

Seconc-l Industrial Revoh-rtion

free enterpr ise

cn trcPreneLr rs

corpora t ions

ver t i ca I  in tegra t ion

hor izonta I  integrat ion

t rus t

Sherman Ant i t r r - rst  Act

You n,il l also warrt to keep the following questions in nrind as you

review this r-rraterial:

. I-{on, dicl the Second Industrial Revolution affect the U.S.

economy?
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What changes occurred in

Why did some Americans

did thev take?

the way businesses were organized?

oppose monopolies, and r,r'hat actior-rs
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Chapter 19.1 Section Summary

Technology changed in the mid- to late 1800s. The ir-rvention of the

Besserner process in the 1850s allowed steel to be proclr-rcec-l nrore

cluickly atrd cheaply than before.  Cheaper steel  helped rai l roacls bui lc j

thousanc- ls of  mi les of  new tracks.  Ci t ies grew where nrajor rai l  l ines

nret, ancl nranufactLrrers ancl farmers could get their proclucts to

nrarket c lu ickly.

In thc late 1850s people begar-r  to f incl  new uses for oi l .  l (croscnc

[t<ut<-trh-seen], which canre from oil, was r-rsed for cookins i 'rnrl

heat i t ru,  ancl  gasol ine por,r ,erecl  rnachirrery.  Using a g;rsol ine cr . ru i r re,

C)rv i l le at-rc1 Wi lbur Wright f lew the f i rst  a i rp lane in 1903. 
' l 'hrcc 

ycars

later they recc. ived a patent-an exclusive r ight to make or sel l  their

plane. Other inrportant inverrt ior-rs included fhomas Ecl isorr 's clcctr ic

l ight lrulb ancl Alexander Crahar-n Bel l 's telephone.

These aclvarrces in technology helpecl bring about the Second

Industrial Revolution, a period in the late 1800s when inclr-rstrv srr-\\ '

rapidly. ' l ' l ie U.S. goventlnent promoted free enterprise-busir-rcss

that is free iron'r govemment involvernent. Many entreprenerlrs, or

people vvho build new cornpanies, organized businesses knowr-r as

corporations, which sold shares of ownership called stocks. 81,
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sell ing stocks, entrepreneurs raised large amounts of ntoney for

modern factories and machinery.

Er-r t repreneLrrs found new ways to bui ld their  businesses. Anr ' l rcrv

Canregie, who ownecl a steel-making contparly, usecl vertical

integrat ion.  This rnear ls that  Carr-regie also owned other businesses

ir-rvolved in every step of  making steel ,  which made his btrs iness

nlore prof i table.  John D. Rockefel ler  owned Standard Oi l ,  a contpany

that r-rsec1 hor izontal  integrat ion.  This r-rreans he owrret l  a lnrost . r l l  lhc

r-ta'tt iot-t 's oil-refining busir-resses. Rockefeller also forn'recl a trust, .r

lcgal  arralrgenrent i r r  which several  companies work togethcr unclcr '

one boarcl  of  d i rectors.  Trusts of ten t r ied to el iminate cortrpct i t ion

arrc l  rep;ulate product ion to keep pr ices high.

Many busincss leade.rs bel ieved in social  Darwinisnr.  
' l 'hc l ,

Lrc l ieved that Char les Darwir-r 's  idea of  "survival  of  the f i f test"  l lsu

applied to business. Some br-rsinesspeople used social Dant,ir-risrtr tcr

jLrstify r-rsing child labor, paying low wages, and maintainir-rg urrsarfc

worl<ing cor-rclit ions. Others believed they had an obligatiot-r to take

care of the poor by making large donations to charity.

Sotre '  cr i t ics bel ieved i t  was unfair  business pract ices-nct t  social

Darn,itrism-that allowed many entrepreneurs to make tl-reir nlolrey.

l 'hese crit ics believed that monopolies and trusts reducecl
I
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competition and kept prices high. In 1890 Congress passed the

Sherrnan Antitrust Act, which made it i l legal to control tracle ir-r one

ir-rclr-rstrv.
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Chapter 19

Section 2: Industrial Workers

In this section you wil l leam how workers in the late 1800s c-l 'ganizcrl

to fight for better working conditions, but with l itt le slrccess. As 1,e1.t

study this rnater ia l ,  pay at tent ion to the fo l lowing terms:

co l lec t i ve  barga in ing

anarch is ts

Knights of  Labor

Haynrarkc' t  Riot

Anrericarr Fecleraticlr-r clf Labor

Honrestead str ike

Pu l ln ran  s t r i kc

You wil l also want to keep tl ie following cluestions in mincl as volr

rerricw this r-r 'raterial :

. Horv clicl the Second Inclustrial Revolutior-r affect U.S. rvorkcrs?

. Why dicl r.vorkers form labor unions, and how were they

orgarrized?

. Horv c-l id major labor strikes affect workers?
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Chapter 19.2 Section Summary

During the Second Industrial Revolution many factories began to

replerce skil led rvorkcrs with nracl-rines. Factories alscl r-rscc-i

specialization-havir-rg workers perform o11e task over ancl o'u,cr-tcr

beconre l lore prclductive. Working conditions, however, got worsc.

Sorrle workers began to fornr labor unions. Employers pre[crrccl

dea l ing  rv i th  ind iv idua ls ,  b l r t  un ion  leaders  t r ied  to  t rsc  co l lec t i ve

bargaining. This nlealrs that  union leaders t r ied to negot iate [ 'or '

bet ter  concl i t ions for  a l l  workers in a factory or an industrr , .

ln 1879 the I(nights of  Labor became the f i rst  nat ional  la l ror  r rn ion

in the Unitecl  States.  I ts goals inclucled an eight-hour workclar '  . rncl  an

cncl  to chi ld labor.  Membership in the Knights of  Labor re.ached over

700,000 by 1886.

hr 1886, r ,vorkers f ror l  another union in Chicago, I l l inois,  \ \ ,e l r t  r ) r l

stri l<e to fight for an eight-hour n,orkday. Workers gathcrccl ir-r

Havmarket Square, where olle of the workers threw a bonrb ancl

killecl eight police officers. The police then fired into thc cror,vd,

ki l l ing several lnore people and wounding 100 others. This evcnt

Lrecanre lcr-rown as the Haymarl<et Riot. An investigation led to the

arrcst and convict ion of eight anarchists-people who oppose al l

folms of govemment. One of those convicted had a Knights of Labor
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membership card. Although the Knights of Labor did rrot support

the strike, people began to link them with the Haymarket Riot, and

nrer-nbership soon dropped.

The American Federat ion of  Labor,  or  AFL, was nrore succt 'sstLr l .

The AFL orgar-rizecl skil led workers into national unions basecl or-r

part icular jobs.  By 1900 the AFL had nrore than 500,000 nienrbers.

ht the 1890s two stri l<cs showec-l that the government siclcc'l rr, it l i

busincss. ln 1892 the Hornestead Steel Works, one of Anclrer,r,

Ct-rr"ncgie's iactories in I 'enr-rsylvania, allnounced plans to cr-rt i[s

rvorkiolce. Worlcers went otr a strike, known as the Homestcad

str ike,  i l tc l  the compalry hirecl  pr ivate detect ives to break the union.

A cleac-lly gurr battle took place between the strikers ar-rcl t l-re

cie'tcctives, attcl I)enr-rsylvarria sent its state milit ia to restore orcler.

Althor,rgl-r the strike lasted four more morrths, the union \vlts

even t t r  a l ly  c lefeated.

Tlre Pulhnan strike began in May 7894, when workers for the

Pr-rllnran i-rain Car Compalty protested a large cut in pay. Many

railroad workers supportec-l the strike ar-rd refused to work on trains

carrying Ptr l lman cars. By Jr-r ly,  traff ic on some rai l  l ines had been

stoppecl because of the strike. The federal government agreecl to hel;r

the railroad cor-npanies by sending troops to Chicago, the center of
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the strike. The goverllment also said that the workers were

interfering with trade, and the courts ordered the workers to end

their strilce.
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Chapter 19

Section 3: Immigrants and the Cities

hr th is sect ion vor-r  wi l l  leam how mi l l ions of  immigrants carrc to the

Uniteci  States ancl  contr ibuted to the growth of  c i t ies i r r  t l - re latc l l i ( )0s.

As you str-rcly this material, pay attention to the following tcrrtrs:

o ld  in rnr is ran ts

rtevv i r - r ' rnr igrants

srccrage

bcncvolcnt  societ ies

Cl-r i r - rcse Exclusion Act

In r r l  i s ra t ion  Rest r i c t ion  League

sr-r bu rbs

sct t lcrncnt houses

FIul l  Hotrse

Yotr rvill also want to lceep the following cluestions in nrinrl as voLl

rcvicw t l-r is r later ial :

. WhI clid immigrants come to the United States, and what

countries did they ernigrate from during the late 1800s?

. Wl'rat r,vas life like for new immigrants?
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. Why did cit ies grow rapidly, and what problems resulted fronr

this growth?
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Chapter 19.3 Section Summary

h'r the 1800s millions of immigrants came to the Unitec-l States in

search of economic opportr-rnity. People who arrived before tlre l8f]0s

\\ /ere cal led old immigrants. They usual ly came from rrorthtrrr

Europe, spoke Errgl ish, were Protestants, and had work ski l ls.

Inrnrigrants r,r,ho can'le after 1880 were called new immigrants. 
-l ' l-rct,

callte frotn sot-tthern and castcrrr Europe and Asia ancl Lrrorrght

cl i f ferent cnl tures ancl  rc. l ig ions wi th them.

On the long, di f f icr-r l t  sea journey to the United Statcs, r-r .rosI

inrn'r igrants traveled in steerage, al t  area below deck on thc ship-r 's

lower levels. Many ir-rrmigrants got sick or died during the voyi lgc.

Otrce in thc Uri i ted States, they hacl to pass a ntedical exanrinat iorr,

ancl pcople n, i th diseases wcre sent back to their home countr ics.

Most ir trruigrants 
. l ivecl 

in ci t ies arrd founcl low-paying jobs. Sornc

iurnrigrants forrned benevolent societ ies to help each other. The

societies helpcd pay for medical care, provided for uner-rrployecl

t t ,or l<ers, arrcl  paid for funerals. Although most immigrants n,antccl

preserve their own customs, many encouraged their cl-rilclren to

aclopt Arnerican cnstoms and cultr-rre.

Nativists-people who opposed immigrat ion-fearecl that thc

nelv irnmigrants' poverty and lack of education would harnr
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Arnerican society. In 1882 Congress passed the Chinese Exclusior-r

Act, which banned Chinese people from imrnigrating to the Uniteci

States for the next 10 years. The Immigration Restriction League,

fon-ne'd in 1894, wanted all irnnrigrants to prove they cor-rlcl reatl ancj

rvrite before they were allowed to enter the United States. Desp-rite the

fcars of  nat iv ists,  immip;rants played a posi t ive role in l<ccping thc

Se'concl hrcltrstrial Revolr-rt ion goir-rg ancl in br-ri lding thc cit ics of t l ic

la te  1800s.

Urlran popr-r Iat iorrs explodecl  as imrnigrants and nat ivc-borr-r

Anrcr icans rnoved to c i t ies in re-cord numbers.  Ci ty resir lents crcutcr j

re ' l ig ict t - ts ancl  social  groups to inrprove their  cornmurl i t ics.  Bui l r l ings

grc\ \ '  ta l lcr ,  c lcpartment stores replaced local  shops, ancl  par" l<s

provider l  refrcshing green spaces for c i ty residents.  Man1, scct i t t r . rs ot

cit ies strfferecl because of the rapid growth, however, arlcl pool'

people ofterr l ived in overcrowded, unhealthful houses. As cit ics

grew larger, n-rany middle-class Americans wanted to l ive in cluir.tcr

areas. 
- fhey 

nroved to out ly i r rg resident ia l  neighborhoocls cal lcr l

suburbs .

ln the cities, many poor people were helped by privarte aic'l

organ iza tior-rs. Reformers bui lt settlement houses-nei ghborhoocl

centers that offered edr-rcation, recreation, and social activities to poor
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people. The most famous settlement house was Hull House, foutrc-lec-l

in Chicago in 1BB9 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr. Htrll

House served as a model for other settlement houses.
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Chapter 19

Sect ion 4:  Popul ism

Irr  th is sect iotr  vor,r  wi l l  leartr  that  in the late 1U00s U.S. farntcrs har l

econorlric problems, which they tried to solve by becortring rlorc

i t rvolved rn pol i t ics.  As yotr  study this mater ia l ,  pay at ter-r t ic tn t t> t l tc

io l lowirrg tenns:

Nal ior-r ; , r l  Crange

In tersti-rtc Com rlerce Act

I rr te rst;r te Conrmerce Cornm ission

ircc coinage

go ld  s tandard

Shcrnran  S i l vc r  l ) r - r rchase Ac t

Irarnrcrs '  Al l iance.

Popr-rl ist Party

Yor-r rt,i l l also want to keep the following questions in ntitrd i,ls voLr

rcvic\,r ,  this nraterial :

. What effects did industrialization have on farmers, and rvhat

actions did they take to fight for change?

. How did farmers want to change the money supply?
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. What issues did the Populist Party support?
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Chapter 19.4 Section Summary

In the Iate 1800s the nur-nber of farms in the United States sre\\ ',

arrd farrning becamer mechanizecl. More farnts and gretrter

procluct iv i ty lecl  to overproduct ion,  and crop pr ices decl i r rer l  so n.rrrch

that rnanv farmers lost their farms and homes.

-fhe 
National Grange was formed in 1tl58 to help farnrers. J' lrc

Nat ior-ral  Clrar-rge fought for  laws to l imi t  the pr ices chargeci  Lry

rai l roac- ls ancl  grain elevartors.  Al though f ive states passer l  strch l i i \ r 's ,

the Suprenle Court  said the government could set  pr iccs onlv ior

t racle that  crossed state l i r res.  h-r  1BB7 Congress passed t l ' re Interstate

Comtnerce Act to regr-rlate this trade between states. T[ie act crci 'rtcc1

the Interstate Commerce Cornrnission, which t r ied to nralce rai l roai ls

chargc ia i r  rates,  br , r t  i t  d id t rot  have the power to enfctrcc i ts

regul i - r t ions.

Mar-ry fanners believed tliat clianging tl 're money strpplv woulc-

Irelp tlren'r. Sir-rce 771)2 the United States had allowed free coinage,

nraking large arnounts of coins ar-rd paper money as long as i t  had a

specif ic valtre in gold or si lver. h'r  1873 the United States went on ir

gold standard, which meant that money had a fixed value in golcl

alone. Under the gold standard, the money supply in the Unitccl

States gre\,v slowly, which kept prices low. Farmers wanteLl thc
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government to back its monev with silver, which they believed

rvotrld cause prices to rise. In 1880 Congress passed the Sl'renuan

Silver Purchase Act, which allowed the government to br-rv nrorc

silver to coin rnoney, but this did l itt le to help the farmers.

Mar-ry farmers formed the Farmers'Al l iance, a grolrp of  pol i t ical

ctrgatrizatior-rs that woll rnalrv local and state elections in the 1fi90s.

' l ' l ic  
a l l iance jc l inccl  wi th labor ancl  reforr t r  grol lps to iorrn lhc

Popul ist  Party in 1891. Popr,r l is ts wantecl  the governnrent to orvn thc

rai l roacls,  as wel l  as the te lephone ancl  te legraph systenrs.  
- fhel ,3 lcs

strppctr ted the eight-hor- t r  workday arrd i rnmigrat ion restr ict iorrs.  ln

t l re presic lent ia l  e lect iorr  of  7892, the Popul ists nominatecl  Janrcs B.

Weaver,  who won 10 pcrccnt of  the popular vote.

Soot- t  the Uni tecl  States exper ienced an economic deprcssion cal l t 'c1

the Panic of  1893. Many people blamed the money syster"n anci  cal lecl

for  reform. In the president ia l  e lect ion of  1896, the Dernocrat ic

candic late Wi l l iam Jenr-r ings Bryan hoped to win Democrat ic and

Popul ist  sr , rpport  by standing for the f ree coinage of  s i lver.  His

I{ep ubl ican opporler-r t, Wi l l iarn McKinley, opposed free coir-ragc.

Although Bryan woll sl lpport from both parties, McKinlev r,von the

election, and the Populist Party and the Farmers' All iance cLlnte to an

enc1.
l l r t l t  Cul l  to Frcedortr Chaptcr l9
Cop l ' r ig l r t  .a ' :  by  I lo l t .  I { inchar t  a r rc l  Wins ton .  A l l  r igh ts  rcscnc t l .


