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qlgplg'?! F-"*GreatDepression

T i f le :  " lg29 thrnugh1939:  Ref lec t ionsofaCommonManDur tng theGreatDepress ton .

Background: Frr:m arr historical point of view we owe a lremenrlous thanks ts FDR. We have

leamed about New Deal programs such as the Works Progress Administratron which provided

wolt and a paycheck to thousands of out of work Amedcans struqgling lo provide for their
families. As we tearned also. lhese were not always "pick and shovel iobs Those with special

skills were oflen emploVed in iobs that util ized their talents -- for exarnple. artists pr*duced the

rnany New Deai program posters that publicized the efforts its qovernmenl was taking in fiQhting

lhe depression Liftle known to ms ny. as a sub-trra nch of the WPA a progra m known as the

Federal Writers Proiect was created by the f{ew Deal. This program put these out of work

wnTers to g#Aibe]ffi"d gave lhem a paycheck!) by sendinq thern across the country to record

(either in writing or orallv) the stories of Americans durtnq the Greal Depression. As a resull,

today we still have a tremendous recolded colleclion of fil:tperson accounts of life during the

Defiression spoken by lhe generation that lived through rt. Thus, the weil deserved thank yott to

FDR for preserving our history from this remarkable and difficult lime in our nalicn's history

Assignment:
MAKE SURH YOU FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS f:ULLY

your assignrnent rs to produce I record an authentic fi6!-pe-rso1 qccgunt of life during the Great

Depr-essron (as e Federal Wrilel: Proiect employee) from the perspective of an average

Arnerican cittzen This should be written in fir:;t person perspecttve (from the perspective of the
person lelling the story -- you are simply recording it). lt will consist.of trygggf;Elglgl.g"gltgl ... \ cort ix

IJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJentries, each approximately one paragraph in length (1 .5 - 2 paqes totali which describe y.,"11,1"- 
fli-ri,,, t ,t

f- 
t Ourlng the Great Depression. The dates 9l yg.ll1-qrlllrgs thguld be ppryad 9u{ fs Qtv.e tne reader " 

I i, t', a ,
I 

tens* of the changinq conditions i events of the depressiott.and your,lite specificallv 
irOli.}S 

j

I  : . . - ,  ̂ u^ - ,k^  r \ r ^^ t -  r ,  z  \  - )5 t r  1 r  l r r i ' r  :  I
f  e * a . p l e : - l g 2 g i r r s l a f t e r l h e S t o c k M a f t e t C r a s h  t r )  I  
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I  -  -  late 1g32 ourinq lhe height of  t t re Hoover Depresston" --  Bonus March react ions?_( J I  Up' \O
\} - March 1932 when FDR rs inauqurated as President orduring the Hundred Days { 3.) r \ r)rr

- sometime in 1g35 as you are being helped I not helped by New Deal prograrns ( q ) 
' ' t l '.J

- 1g3B -- 6 years into the New Deal, almosl 10 years into the Depression { 5 ) l ' ' 
L., i

t  i i r  l ' / ' "

Some things to consirler including in your account of the common man during the depression

Sel the scene -- Are you a farmer? An autoworker? Black or white? Where do yorr live?

Did you move during the Depression? What hardships did you / your family face during the

depression? IJ *he NecODal r fni ly i reiLir i r , l  fu €rYl +h{ 6 D. ?

CREATE YOUR OWN UNIQUE SLICE CF AMERICAN HISTORY BY RECORDING THE

STORY OF ONE AMERICAN DURiNG THE GREAT DEPRESSIONII i

INCTUDE AS MANY TEXT BASED i-IISTORICALLY ACCURATE FACTS AS YOU CAN

AS USUAL. INCLI-'DE GREAT VISUALS -. BREADLINES / SOUPLINES / DUSTSTORMS AND

ALL SUCH DEPRESSION ERA SCENES ARE WELCOMEI!I
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TheWorst ol Times:
1930-ut33
A li t t le boy tr ied to hide his pet rabbit.
"He thinks we are not going to eat i t ,"

said his sister. "but we are."

Caroline Bird

()aroline Rird's recent boohs intlude ll<trn

Female  (1  970) , ' l ' he  ( l rowd ing  Syndronre :

l ,earn ins  to  L ive  w i th ' lbo  Much and ' l '< - ro

Many (19i2\ ond Flveryt.hing a Woman

Needs to  Know to  ( ie t  l )a id  What  She 's

Wor lh  (19? i ] ) . ' l ' h is  o r t i t ' k '  u tas  ex t roc te t l

f rom' l 'he  Inv is ib le  Scar  (1 { )66) .

You could feel  the Depression
deepen,  but  you could not  look out  of
the window and see i t .  Men who lost
thei r  . lobs dropped out  of  s ight .  They
were quiet ,  and you had to know just

when and where to f ind them: at  n ight ,
for instance, on the edge of town
huddl ing for  warmth around a bonf i re,
or  even the munic ipal  inc inerator :  a t
dawn,  p ick ing over  the garbage dump
l'or scraps of food or salvageable
c loth ing.

I t  took a knowing eye -  or  the eye
of  pover ty  i tse l f  -  to  understand or
even to observe some of  the act ion.
When oranges fell off a truck, it wasn't
a lways an accident ;  somet imes they
were the t ruck dr iver 's  contr ibut ion to
s lum k ids.  A woman burning news-
papers in  a vacant  lo t  might  be t ry ing
to warm a baby's bottle. The ragged
men standing s i lent  as cat t le ,  in  a
l ' latrack truck parked on a lonely
publ ic  road,  might  be get t ing the bum's
rush out  of  town.
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Everyone knew ofsomeone engaged
in a desperate st ruggle,  a l though most
of  the agony went  on bchind c losed
doors.  l -he stor ies were whispered.
There was something indecent  about
them.  A  we l l - t o -do  man  l i v i ng  on  the
income f rom renta l  property  could not
col lect  h is  rents.  His mortgages were
foreclosed.  and h is  houses sold for  less
than  the  deb t .  To  make  up  rhe
di f ference.  he sold h is  own home. He
moved h imsel f  and h is  wi fe in to a
nearby basement  and d id odd jobs for
the people upsta i rs  in  exchange for  a
room lo r  some  o l '  h i s  s i x  ch i l d ren .  He
mowed lawns,  graded yards,  and d id
whatever  common labor  he could f ind
in order  to pay for  grocer ies,  unt i l  h is
heal th broke down under the unaccus-
tomed  work .

By the char i table standards of  the
r ich at  that  t ime,  these people were
regarded as the "deserving poor," as
dist inguished f rom the undeserv ing
poor,  who were thought  to be unwi l l -
ing to work or  to  save.

l f  the "deserv ing poor"  had been
few, char i table help might  have suf-
f iced.  But  there were too many,  and
more a l l  the t ime.  In December 1929,
three mi l l ion people were out  of  work.
The next  winter ,  four  to f ive mi l l ion.
The  w in te r  o f  I 9 l l - l 932 ,e igh t  m i l l i on .
fn the fa l l  o f  1932,  For tune thought
that  34 mi l l ion men,  women, and
chi ldren bet ter  than a four th of  the

nat ion were members of  fami l ies

that  had no regular  fu l l t ime breadwin-
ner .

Many more for tunate PeoPle turned
away f rom the unemPloYed,  but  some
tr ied to help in  the t radi t ional  neigh-
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bor ly  way.  A Brooklyn convent  put
sandwiches outs ide i ts  door  where the
needy could get  them wi thout  knock-
ing.  St .  Louis society women dis t r ibut-
ed unsold food from restaurants.

But  there was more ta lk  than help.  A
great  many people spent  a great  deal  of
cne rgy  u rg lng  each  o the r  t o  g l ve ,  t o
share,  to  h i re.  President  Hoover led a
na t rona l  pub l i c i t y  campa ign  to  u rge
pcop le  t o  g i ve  l oca l l y  and  to  make
jobs .

Resul ts  of  such appeals were d isap-
po in t i ng .  ( ' o rpo ra t i on  exccu t i ves  an -
swered the p leas by saying that  they
had no r ight  to  spend srockholders '
n ronev  h i r i ng  men  they  d id  no t  need .

' l  
hc  we l l  o f  p r i va te  cha r i r y  ran  d ry .

A Wcstchester  woman is  said to have
l i r cd  a l l  he r  se rvan ts  i n  o rde r  t o  have
money  to  con t r rbu te  t o  t he  unem-
p loyed .  "Vo lun ta ry  consc r i p r i on "  o f
wages helped stee lworkers weather  the
l i rs t  round o l '  layof fs  in  l i t t le  ( -onsho-
hocken .  Pennsy l van ia .  bu t  t he  p lan
broke down as there were more mouths
to lced and l 'ewer pay envelopes to
conscr ip l .  l -ocal  char i t ies everywhere
wcre  ove rwhe lmed  by  193  I ,  and  the
wors l  was yct  to  come.

Kentucky coal  mincrs suf fered
pe rhaps  the  mos t .  I n  Ha r l an  Coun ty
therc were whole towns whosc people
had not  a cent  of  income.- l 'hey l ived on
dandel ions and b lackberr ies.  Dysen-
tcry b loated the stomachs of  s tarv ing
babies.  Chi ldren were repor ted so
lamished lhey were chewing up thei r

own hands.  Miners t r ied to p lant
ve getables.  but  they were of ten so
hungry that  they ate them before they
were r ipe.  On her  f i rs t  t r ip  to the
mountains.  Eleanor Roosevel t  saw a
l i t t le  boy t ry ing to h ide h is  pet  rabbr t .
"He th inks we are not  going to eat  i t . "
h is  s is ter  to ld her .  "but  we are."

No nat ional  char i ty  ex is ted to
re l ieve mass pover ty .  The Amertcan
Red (- ross was b ig and ef f ic ient ,  but  i t
had been set  up to mobi l ize outs ide
help for  "a temporary condi t ion
brought  about  by some uncontro l lab le
act  or  acts."  Chairman John Bar lon
Payne contended that  unemployment
was not  an "Act  o i  God."  l f  not
contro l lab le by the unemployed the m-
selves.  and he bel ieved i t  was.  i t  was the
resul t  o f  some Act  of  Man and so out



ol  bounds lor  the Red Cross.  tsut  the
pol ice could not  kcep hungry people
out  o l '  the Red Cross warehouse in
Haza rd .  Ken tucky .

A  Quake r  h imse l l .  Hoove r  wen t  t o
the Amer ican Fr iends Serv ice Com-
mr t tec .  l ' he  Ph i l ade lph ia  Mee t i ng
developed a "concern"  l 'or  the miners.
[ {oover  gave them $2.500 out  o l  hrs
own  pocke t ,  bu t  mos t  o l  t he  con t r i bu -
t l 0ns  secm to  havc  con te  f r om thc
R  ockc l c l l e r s .

"No  one  has  s ta rved . "  Hoove r
boastcd.  

. l .o  
prove i t ,  he announced a

dcc l i ne  i n  t hc  dea th  ra te .  l t  was
hcartcning.  but  puzzl rng.  too.  [ ivcn the
socral  workers could not  see how the
unempkryed kept  body and soul
t oge thc r .  and  the  more  they  s tud red ,
the morc the wonder grew. Savings.  i l
any .  wen t  l i r s t .  I - hen  l nsu rance  was
cashed.  I  hcn people borrowed l rom
t a m i l y  a n d  l r i e n d s . - t h e y  s t o p p e d
paf  ing rcnt .  When evrcted.  thcy move d
in  w r th  re la t i ves .  

. I ' hey  
ran  up  b r l l s .  I t

was surpr is ing how much credi t  could
bc wanglcd.  tsut  in  the end thcy had to
ca t  " t i gh t . "

l lvery scr tous d leter  knows ht lw
l i t t l e  l ood  i t  t akes  to  keep  a l i vc .  One
woman borrowed 50c,  bought  s ta le
brcad at  J thc a loal ,  and kept  her
l am i l y  a l i ve  on  i t  l o r  I  I  days .  When
ca t i ng  t i gh t .  t he  poo r  t houUh t  o f
noth ing but  { 'ood.  just  food 

- l 'hcy

hunted lood hke a l ley cats,  and tn
some of  the same places.  They haunted
docks where spoi led vegetables might
be thrown out  and brought  them home
to cook up in  a stew l - rom which every
menrber  of  the l 'ami ly  would cat  as
l i t t l e  as  poss ib l c .  and  on l y  when  ve ry
hung ry .  Ch i l d ren  wou ld  hang  a round
groccry stores.  begging a l i t t le  lood.
runn rn l l  e r rands .  o r  wa tch rng  ca r t s  I n
cxchangc lor  a p iece of  l ' ru i t .  Enough
people d iscovcred that  a l lvc-ccnt
candy  ba r  can  makc  a  l unch  to  bo t lm
s l l cs  du r rng  the  gcne ra l l y  s l r t u  yea r  o l .
l9- l  I  .  You gct  used to hunger.  Al ' ter  the
l i rs t  lcw days i t  doesn' t  even hur t ;  you

Just  get  weak.  When work opened up.
at  one point .  in  the Pi t tsburgh steel
mi l ls .  men who were cal lcd back were
n ( ) t  s t r ( )ng  cnough  to  do  i t .

A teacher in  a mounta in school  to ld
a l i t t le  g i r l  who looked s ick but  sard she
\\ 'as hungry to go home and eat
somcthing.  " l  can ' t . "  the youngster

s a r d .  " l t ' s  m y  s r s t c r ' s  t u r n  t o  e a t . "  l n
( 'h icago.  tcachers  wcre  ordercd  to  ask
u 'ha t  a  chr ld  had had to  ea t  be l 'o re
p u n i s h i n g  h i m .

lhe  po l i cc  s : l \ . r '  m( ) rc  than anyone

c lse  l 'he1 '  had to  t rnd  hc lp  lo r  peop le

u h o  l c l l  s i c k  r n  t h e  s t r c c t s  o r  t r i c d  t o

c ( ) m m l t  s u i c r d c .  A n d  r t  u a s  t ( )  u  c ( ) p

tha t  c i t y ,  peop lc  wcnt  whcn they  we rc  a t

t h c  c n d  o l  t h c r r  r o p e  a n d  d r d  n o t  k n o w

u h a t  c l s c  t o  d o .  l n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ' ,  t h c
p o l i c c  t o o k  a  c c n s u s  o l  n e e d y  l a m i l i e s .

and c i ty '  emplo t 'ees  s ta r ted  cont r rbu l -

rng  one perccn t  o l  the i r  sa la r ies  (o  a
l u n d  l o r  t h c  p o l i c c  t o  u s c  t o  b u y  f o o d

I o r  t h c  p c o p l c  t h c l  f t r u n d  a c t u a l l y

s t a r v l n g  l t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  c o n l e s -

s i o n  o l  o l l r c i a l  r c s p o n s i b i l i t y  l o r  p l a i n

p ( ) v c r t ) .  a n d  r t  c a m c  n o t  l r o m  t h e  t o p ,

bu t  l rom t  hc  lowcs t -pa id  c iv i l  servants .

w h o  w o r k c d  d o w n  w h c r c  t h e  p o o r

pcoprc \. \ 'crc.

I  e  a c h c r s  w o r r r c d  a b o u t  t h e  c h i l d r c n

who c l rnc  to  schoo l  to  gc t  warm.  
' I  

hey

org l r t rzcd  hc lp  l i l r  youngsters  wht t

n c c d c d  l o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g  b e l o r e  t h c y

cou ld  learn .  Somet in res  lk ra rds  o l

[ : d u c a t r o n  d i v c r t c d  s c h o o l  l u n d s  t r l

l c c d  t h c n r .  ( ) t t e n  t h c  t c a c h c r s  d r d  r t  o n

thcr r  ou  n .  ( 'h icago tcachers  led  I  1 .000

p u p r l s  o r r t  o l  t h c i r  o w n  p o c k e t s  i n

l 9 - l l .  a l t h o u g h  t h e l '  h a d  n o t  t h e m -

s c l v c s  b c c n  p a i d  t o r  r n o n l h s .

( ) l l i c i l l  r c c ( ) g n r t l ( ) n  o f  n c c d .  a n d

c v c n  l l o o r c r ' s  a p p c a l s  t o  p r r v a t e  l o c a l

c h a r r t l .  n t r s c d  q u c s t i o n s  o l  p r i n c i p l c  i n

thc  rn inds  o l  thosc  In  a  pos l t t ( )n  to

t h r n k  o l  p ( ) \ c r t \  a n d  u n c n r p l t t y m c n t  i n

t t r c  a b s t r a c t .  
" Y o u  n r a k e  a  b a d  m i s t a k e

r r r  t i r l k i n g  u b o u t  t h e  u n c m p l o y c d , "

t r  bus incssr t l r t t  to ld  thc  n ra l 'o r  o l

! ( ) u n g s l ( ) u n  w h c n  h c  t r t c d  t o  r a l s c  a

bor r t i  rss t tc  to  I inuncc  c t t l  rc l rc l  .  "  I ) t t t t ' t

c r n p h a s r r c  h a r d  t i n r c s .  a n d  e v c r y t h i n g

w r l l  b c  a l l  r i g h t . "  B u s i n e s s m e n  l e a r c d
t h a t  t h c  t a l k  w a s  b a d  l o r  b u s i n e s s .

l h c y  d r d  n o t  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  o f  h a r d

t imcs .  Wi thout  f i r s t -hand exper ience.
r t  w a s  e a s v  t 0  s t i c k  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l

v rcu  tha l  r t  u 'as  a  man 's  own lau l t  i l  he

\ . \ 'as  poor .  tha t  a  man ought  to  take

carc  o l  h is  own lami ly  and lay  as ide

s ( ) m c t h i n g  l o r  a  r a i n y  d a y .  T h e

susp ic ion  pers is ted  tha t  most  o l  the

po( ) r  wcre  no t  rea l l y  "deserv ing"  o [

char r ty .  tha t  the l '  were  be t te r  o f f  now

than they '  had ever  been.

Mcn o t  o ld - fash ioned pr inc ip les

rca l l l '  be l ieved tha t  pub l i c  re l ie f  was

15. The Worst of Tames
bad lor  thc poor  becausc i t  d iscour-
r rgcd thcm l ronr  looking l 'or  work or
l r o rn  t ak rng  i t  a t  wages  tha l  wou ld
t c i l l p t  hus rncss  t ( )  s ta r t  up  aga in .
, {ccord ing to thei r  theory.  permanent
n lass  uncmp loymen t  was  imposs ib le .
bccause thcre was work at  somc wage
I t r r  g1 'g1u able-bodred man.  i l  he would
on l v  l r nd  and  do  i t .  C 'ha r i t v  was
necessary.  o l  c t lurse.  { t l r  those whtr
wcre real ly  d isabled through no faul t
o l  thei r  own.  but  there could neve r  be
rcry many o l ' these,  and they should be
screcned care lu l ly  and g iven help o l  a
k ind  and  i n  a  way  tha t  wou ld  keeP
t l r cm l rom ask ing  l o r  i t  as  l ong  as
poss tb l c .

Rcspcctablc lo lk  worr ied about  the
rdca o l  publ ic  re l ic f ,  cven though
acccpt ing the need l t l r  i t .  On opin ion
pol ls  they agreed wi th thc general
proposi t ion that  publ ic  re l ie l  should bc
tcmp()rary,  hard to gct ,  and less than
thc lowest  wagc o l ' lc rcd by any cm-
p |  ( )yc r .

I t  was a scandal  whcn a rc l ic l  c l ient
d rovc  an  o ld  l a l opy  up  t ( )  t hc  commis -
s i l rv  to  lug h is  groccr ics hornc.  In  some
placcs,  a c l icnt  had ro surrcndcr  h is
I rccnsc p latcs in  ordcr  to gct  rc l ic l .  cvcn
r l  t hc  o ld  ca r  mcan t  a  chancc  to  ea rn
srnal l  sunrs to paY lor  nccessi t ies not
covcrcd by rc l rc l .  [ )honcs wcnt ,  to() .
cvcn  whcn  thcy  * ' c r c  u  r c l i e l  c l t en t ' s
on l y  l i l c l r nc  t o  odd  ;ohs  I  hc  sca rch  l o r
h iddcn  assc t s  wus  tho rough .  ( )nc

th r i l t y  l a rn i l v  i n  Ncw York  was  dcn i cd
rc l rc l  "becausc r t  docs not  scem
poss ib l c  l o r  t h i s  l an r i l y  t o  have
rnanagcd wi thout  sr lmc o lhcr  k ind o l
lssts ta ncc."

Alnrost  cverybodv th0ught  re l re l
e l ruscd thc pr l r l r  t r t  bcct ln tc  l r rcsp()ns l -
b lc  and to havc chi ldrcn thev could not
supp ( ) r t  i l ,  i n  l ac t .  t hey  d id  no t  havc
babies del iberate ly  in  order  to qual i fy .
lf some way could have been found to
prevent  marr ied couples on re l ie f f rom
indulg ing in  sexual  in tercourse.  there
would have been those who would
have demanded i t .

People who took publ ic  re l ie f  were
denicd c iv i l  r ights.  Some state const l -
tu t ions d isqual i f ied rc l ie f  c l ients f rom
vot ing,  and as la te as 1938 an opin ion
pol l  showed that  one out  ofevery three
Republ icans thought  th is  was r ight .  ln
some places, vil lage taxpayers' organi-
eat ions t r ied to keep the chi ldren o l  tax
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3. FROM THE NEW DEAL TO WATERGATE

del inquents out  of  the local  schools.
People suspected of  tak ing publ ic
re l ie f  were even turned awav f rom
ch u rc  hes.

During the first and worst years of
the Depression, the only public relief
was improvised by cit ies. Appropria-
tions were deliberately low. If funds
ran out every few months, so much the
better. The poor would have to make
another effort to find work. Every
program was " temporary."  ln  most
cases, this was sheer necessity. Cities
could not afford otherwise . Their tax
bases were too narrow. Some of them
had lost tax money when banks folded.

State governments were not pre-
pared to help. No state even had a
Department of Welfare unti l Gover-
nor Franklin D. Roosevelt organized
one for  New York State in  1929.  Ci t ies
begged for temporary loans. Bankers
were generally reluctant, because cit ies
did not have tax resources from which
to pay back the money.

St i l l ,  Hoover kept  ins is t ing,  no one
starved. ln May 1932, Hoover's
Secretary of  the Inter ior ,  Dr .  Ray
Lyman Wi lbur ,  reassured the Nat ional
Conference of Social Workers meeting
in Phi ladelphia.  "Wi th prosper i ty
many parents unload the responsibil i-
t ies for  thei r  ch i ldren onto others.
With adversity the home takes its
normal  p lace.  The interest  of  thou-
sands of keen and well-trained people
throughout  the whole country in
seeing that our children are properly
fed and cared for has given many of
them better and more suitable food
than in past good times."

Social workers we re indignant.
"Have you ever seen the uncontrolled
trembl ing of  parents who have starved
themselves for  weeks so that  thei r
chi ldren might  not  go hungry?" socia l
worker  L i l l ian Wald demanded.  Oth-
ers to ld how fathers and even o lder
brothers and s is ters hung around st reet
corners whr le the younger chi ldren
were being fed. for fear they would be
tempted to eat  more than thei r  share.

Evict ion was so common that
chi ldren in  a Phi ladelphia daycare
center  made a game of  i t .  They would
pi le  a l l  the dol l  furn i ture up f i rs t  in  one
corner  and then in another .  "We ain ' t
got no money for the rent, so we's
moved into a new housc," a tot
expla ined to the teacher.  Publ ic
opinion favored the tenant. An evic-
t ion could br ing on a neighborhood
r iot .

Landlords often let the rent go.
Some of them needed relief as much as
thei r  tenants,  and had a harder  t ime
qual i fy ing for  i t .  In  Phi ladelphia a
litt le girl whose father was on relief
could not  get  mi lk  at  school ,  under a
program for needy children, because
her father "owned property." lnvesti-
gators found some unemPloYed ten-

ants shar ing food orders wi th thei r
landlords.

I t  was not  t rue that  "no one
starved." People starved to death, and
not  only  in  Har lan County,  Ke n-
tucky. The New York City Welfare
Council counted 29 deaths from
s ta rva t i on  i n  1933 .  An  add i t i ona l  l l 0 ,
most  of  them chi ldren.  d ied of  malnu-
t r i t ion.

Medical care for the poor was
sketchy. Doctors were hard hit f inan-
c ia l ly ,  and they d id not  a lways l ive up
to the Oath of  Hippocrates.  Frequent-
ly, the poor were afraid to call a doctor
because they did not have money. New
York Ci ty  surgeons somet imes de-
manded cash in advance or  delayed
operat ions unt i l  the lamr ly  could 8et
money together.

The harder  the middle c lass looked,
the more crit ical poverty seemed. It did
not seem possible that people could
stand lack of regular food, unstable
homes, medical neglect.

The Depression d id not  depress the
condi t ions of  the poor.  l t  merely
publ ic ized them. The poor surv ived
because they knew how to be poor.
The Mi lbank Foundat ion found more
sickness among the poor than among
the well off, but they also found that
the newly poor were sicker more often
than those who a lways had been poor.

A fami ly  eat ing t ight  would stay in
bed a lot. That way they would save
fuel, as well as the e xtra food calories
needed in cold weather. The experi-
enced poor, particularly the Negroes,
knew about  eat ing the par ts  of  the
animal  normal ly  re jected.

A farnily with no money for the gas
company would economize by cook-
ing once a week.  When i t  was cut  of f ,
they would cook in the furnace . They
gathered scrap wood to keep thc
lurnace going.  They saved by heat ing
only the k i tchen.  When fuel  was low,
the exper ienced poor would sneak into
a movie house.
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