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MAIN IDEA ACTIVITIES 20.1

VOCABULARY

Some expressions to understand:

¢ looked golden from a distance (606): looked good from afar

e be in the clover (608} to succeed; be in a good situation

s aspark on a powder-magazine (609): dangerous circumstances; a situation that could
easily result in an explosion

Other terms:

e corruption (607): dishonesty

¢ confronted (608): meet face to face

» erit (608} ability or achievement

IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS Match the letters of the descriptions with the appropriate terms
of pames,

1. Benjamin Harrison 5. Tamumany Hall
2. Grover Cleveland 6. Mark Twain

_ 3 William Marcy Tweed 7. Credit Mobilier

_ 4 mugwumps 8. Charles Guiteau

a. construction company that made cormrupt legislators rich
b. Republican reformers

. co-author of The Gilded Age

. killed President Garfield

L p

2]

. political boss in New York

f. U.S. president who hired government employees on the basis of merit rather than party
loyalty

g U.5. president who supported the Sherman Antitrust Act and the regulation of monopolies

h. New York City political machine that was known throughout the country



Main ldea Activities 20.1 continued
EVALUATING INFORMATION Mark each statement T if it is true ox F if it is false,
__ 1. Political bosses made promises but never helped people get jobs.
2. Political machines often paid people to vote for their candidates.
3. President Grant's administration was known for being free of corruption.
4. Some members of Congress took part in corrupt activities.
5. The man who killed President Garfield was a political radical.

6, Republican reformers supported Democratic candidate Grover Cleveland because
he was known for his honesty.

7. The corruption of the Gilded Age got worse after President McKinley was elected.
8. The Pendleton Civil Serivce Act established a merit system.

ORGANIZING INFORMATION Complete the graphic organizer with the political party or
year that each president was elected or came to office.

PRESIDENT POLITICAL PARTY YEAR ELECTED OR
BECAME PRESIDENT

Rutherford B. Hayes | Republican 1.
James A. Garfield 2. 1880
Chester A. Arthur Republican 3
Grover Cleveland Democratic 4.

Benjamin Harrison 5 1888
Grover Cleveland Democratic 6.
William McKinley 7 8.

164 Call to Freedom * Main Idea Activities



S ——

T —

LW B P LA shAR0

CHAPTER AN CERIART I )

20 The Spirit of Reform

* x Kk Kk * & X Kk Kk * KF ¥ K* k& * * * * *

DAILY QUIZ 20.1

FILL IN THE BLANK 10 peinis each  For each of the following statements, fill in the blank
with the appropriate word, phrase, or name.

1. The below-the-surface corruption in American society despite rich outward appearances led

Mark Twain to refer to the post-Civil War period as the

2. Efforts to control local government in the late 1800s were often led by powerful politicians

known as

3. In retum for and money, corrupt political leaders might provide jobs,

order neighborhood improvements, or allow an illegal business to stay in operation.

4. Corrupt political leaders developed , organizations that guaranteed

votes at election time through both legal and illegal methods.

5, Through his corrupt practices, William Marcy may have succeeded in

stealing nearly $200 million from New York City’'s treasury.

6. During the presidency of . members of his administration were jailed

for taking bribes from whiskey distillers seeking to avoid paying taxes.

7. The scandal damaged the careers of several politicians and led many

Americans to question the honesty of national leaders.

8, President . a reformer, was assassinated at a Washington railroad

station by an angry and mentally unstable government-job seeker named Charles Guiteaw.

9. Republican reformers, who came to be called , left the Republican

Party because they were dissatisfied with the party’s 1884 presidential nominee.

10. The Act established a merit system for government jobs that was

placed under the control of the Civil Service Comumission.
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Critical Thinking Questions:

Section 1:

Section 2:

Section 3:




Section 4:

Section 5:




