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The Great Depression
GRAPHIC ORGANIZER ACTIVITIES

Charting the Great Depression

Complete the graphic organizer by filling in the missing information below.

or purchasing stocks on credit
with a loan from their broker.

many people began ,

In the late 1920s, the stock market
was a market,
or one with generally

stock prices.

Thus, when the market crashed in .
1929, many of |-=— Thn;;‘.:fant
these buyers and sellers lost their )
money.
This led to ~
- '“the 01| Great
Unemployment skyrocketed.
the lack of help from the
. The
. People
of World ) t )
- | grew angry
War I veterans marched to with
Washington, D.C. When Hoover's
efforts to end the depression
failed, Americans voted for the Corps,
in1932. He which hired young men from
created families on relief. Farmers, however,
»| programs |—| continued to suffer because of a
like severe that struck the
Great Plains.
the Bowl,
heavy winds swept away the - In an area
called
destroying farm life. In Europe
some ,d pOl]'.h'.Cﬁ].
system in which the
- controls every
| nanons | aspect of citizens” lives. In
turned to .
. Germany,
l]omed forces with came to power by blaming Jews
Germany and formed an alliance for Germany’s economic problems.
called the
The United States tried to remain | ¢ | ofore long |
neutral and stay out of the conflict.
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Critical Thinking:
Section 1

I Writing and Critical Thinking
summarizing Imagine that you are an
unemployed worker in 1930. Write a letter
to President Hoover describing your troubles
and telling him what you think should be
done to end the depression.

Consider the following:
shbank failure

* access to basic necessities
* government assistance and programs

Section 2:

 Writing and Critical Thinking
Supporting a Point of View Imagine
that you are a New Deal supporter.
Pick the New Deal program you think
was most important. Prepare an argu-
ment in support of your choice for a
debate with a critic of the New Deal.
Explain the reasons for your choice.
Consider the following:
* weakened economy
+ personal suffering

¢ role of government

Section 3:

Writing and Critical Thinking

Identifying Cause and Effect Imagine that you
are a present-day farmer whose family has been
on the Great Plains for years. You have been
asked to visit a local high school to talk about
the Dust Bowl. Prepare a brief report on the Dust
Bowl. Create a diagram showing the factors that
created it and the effects it had. Assess the possi-
bility of it occurring today.

Consider the following:
+ environmental factors

+ farming practices
+ foreclosures

Section 4:

Writing and Critical Thinking

Supporting a Point of Vlew Imagine that you

are a government adviser in Italy or Germany

in the early 1930s. Write a letter advising your
superior to establish an alliance with your for-
mer enemy. (Italy and Germany had fought on
opposite sides in World War 1.)

Consider the following:
* postwar grievances

+ economic conditions
+ political similarities
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The Great Depression
MAIN IDEA ACTIVITIES 24.1

VOCABULARY

Some terms to understand:

® executive (732): a person with managerial authority

spiral (733): to rise or fall with acceleration
o risky (733): chance of harm or loss

® wires (733): telegraph wires

consumption (734): purchase and use by buyers

IDENTIFYING CONCEPTS Match the letters of the descriptions with the appropriate terms
Of names.

1. bull market 4, Black Thursday
2. buying on margin 5. Black Tuesday
3. bear market 6. Great Depression

a. market with falling stock prices

b. market with rising stock prices

¢. economiic downturn

d. buying stocks on credit

e. day on which the stock market lost $9 billion by noon

f. day on which the stock market collapsed

EVALUATING INFORMATION Mark each statement T if it is true or F if it is false.
1. Banks were not hurt by the Great Depression because they had not invested in stocks.
2. Without funds, many businesses could not keep operating and closed down.

3. Two important causes of the Great Depression were overproduction and problems with
world trade.

4. State and local governments refused to help people who were poor and unemployed.

5. In May 1932, unemployed army veterans marched on Washington to demand their war
bonus payments.

6. President Herbert Hoover agreed to the demands of the Bonus Army.
7. President Hoover believed that the government had a responsibility to provide relief.
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8. Most Americans felt that President Hoover could solve the depression.

9. The Bonus Army were unemployed World War I veterans that protested to get payment of
their government war bonuses.

10. President Hoover failed to recognize how serious the depression was.
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24 The Great Depression

MAIN IDEA ACTIVITIES 24.2

VOCABULARY

Some terms to understand:
e compassionate (738): feeling the suffering of others

e hydroelectric (738): electricity generated by running or falling water

REVIEWING FACTS Choose the correct item from the following list to complete the
statements below.

Frances Perkins “court-packing” National Labor Relations Act

jobless Huey Long New Deal

€CONOMIC recovery Hundred Days Second New Deal

fireside chats sit-down strike Congress of Industrial Organizations
1. During the special session called the , Congress passed many

programs to help with problems caused by the depression.

2. The programs that worked to solve the problems of the Great Depression were called the

3. President Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke directly to the American people in radio speeches called

4. By 1933 one fourth of all American wage earners were

5. In 1934 the Roosevelt administration proposed a series of programs called the

to cure the symptoms and causes of the Great Depression.

6. Senator wanted to tax the wealthy and provide income for the poor.
7. As secretary of labor, was the first female cabinet member.

8. The made unions legal.

9, The wanted to organize unions that included all skilled and unskilled

waorkers in an industry.

10.Ina , workers stayed in the factory but would not work.

Call to Freedom * Main Idea Activities 203




TWTTTIT TOTd ACUOIiITs 5. £ LUTILnuCy

11. Roosevelt was criticized for

12. Some critics argue that the New Deal never brought full

when he tried to pass a bill that added

one Supreme Court justice for each justice who was at least 70 vears old.

ORGANIZING INFORMATION Complete the following graphic organizer to describe the
programs introduced during the First New Deal and the Second New Deal.

AGENCIES, PROGRAMS, AND ACTS PURPOSE
Federal Emergency Relief Administration 1.
Civilian Conservation Corps 2.
i
=1 % built dams, created flood control programs,
% developed hydroelectric power
=
-
a
=
National Recovery Adminstration 4,
5. set up public-works projects to increase
employment
6. provided jobs building hospitals, schools,
= parks, airports, and roads
a
=
Q
_ZU 7. provided part-time work to students
g
ey
L
I
Social Security Act 8.
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Lo

MATCHING 10 points each  Match each of the following people or terms with the correct
description in the space provided. Some descriptions will not be used.

3 Dust Bowd B The Grapes of Wreath
e 2, Mahalia Jackson 7. Anna “Grandma” Moses
3, W Ropers e B sWIRg

4. Black Cabinet e B Woody Gutheie
B, Gome With the Wind 18, Dorothea Lange

a. folk singer and songwriter who wrote songs about loss and struggle
b, well-known singer who helped popularize gospel music during the 1930s

¢ bank takeover of land, lvestock, houses, or other property on which people are urable to
make loan payments

d. area of the Great Plains affected by severe drought during the 1930s, forcing many
restdents to leave thelr farms and look for work elsewhere

@, new style of jazz that millions of Americans danced to during the depression vears

f. best-selling novel written by Margaret Mitchell about Scarlett O'Hara's struggles in the
South during the Civil War and Reconstruction

g humorist who had a popular radio show in the early days of the depression
. famous African American artist who painted images of farm life

i. FSA photographer who recorded rural life

j. group of African Americans appointed to Roosevelt’s administration

k. head of the Works Progress Admindstration, a program that created millions of jobs for
Americans during the depression

L. novel of the depression written by former Pederal Writers’ Project emplovee John
Steinbeck
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