AM.D.G.
American History 11 — Mr. Ruppert
2" Semester Research Project Option #2

Finding Historical Ignatian Knights — The Quest For Social Justice In America

Background / Context:
“The Magis. Men For Others. AMDG, Ignem Mittere In Terram.” Close to three full years into your

McQuaid careers, most of you can easily recite the “catch-phrases” of our Jesuit founding fathers, St. Ignatius
Loyola and Francis Xavier. However, the question, increasingly we hope, will become not whether you can
simply speak the language, but whether you can and will live it out in your day-to-day life now and far beyond
your brief tenure as a student at McQuaid Jesuit High School. The loving response required in “men for
others” is one that cannot remain theoretical or speculative, but must rather manifest itself through

decisive action. Remember:

"Love is shown more in deeds than in words..." St. Ignatius of Loyola

So how can we learn to further embrace and begin to truly actively carry out our mission as Ignatian
Knights in the spirit of St. Ignatius and Francis Xavier? Well, this is where this particular assignment
comes into play (as one infinitely small part) in our continuing quest to live our lives in a more Christ-centered
fashion, ala Ignatius and Francis. There are, in fact, many individuals throughout American History that we
should consider as “Ignatian historical role models”; men and women who we can and should model our actions
after if we are truly to act as Ignatian Knights in the future. Men and women who have fought and at times
given their lives in the furtherance of social justice in our nation. As we know, ours is a unique nation; one
founded on a creed and three pieces of paper (the Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights). The creed, written by Jefferson, is of course, that “all men are created equal”. Many of the most
inspirational and important episodes in our nation’s heritage have to do with the brave and selfless efforts by
men and women of many races and backgrounds in the fight to redefine those beautiful words; to make it “self-
evident” that others need to be included in a new collective American definition of that “great creed of 1776”.
In a word (several actually!), we speak of those special Americans who have committed their lives in the pursuit
of greater social justice in our nation, that this “Unfinished Nation may move closer to the complete fulfillment

of Jefferson’s creed and dream for America.

The Assignment:
First, you will become familiar with the McQuaid “Profile of the Graduate at Graduation™.

Intellectually Competent, Loving, Religious, Open to Growth, and Committed to Justice

These 5 characteristics are what McQuaid Jesuit High School hopes to instill and foster in the young men who
graduate from our program. If McQuaid is successful (even partially — the profile is the ideal model) in
fostering these characteristics in our students, the graduate will be well on the road toward gaining the personal
freedom and sense of commitment necessary to lead a life primarily oriented toward laboring with others in the
selfless day-to-day work of building God’s Kingdom on Earth.

Once You Have Done This...5 Steps Ahead To Complete The Project







