
Name Period

American History 8 --  Mr. Ruppert
Chapter 18 --  The Last Front ier
CDrom -- 500 Nations
Portfol io Assignment Option 2: A Modern Day Letter of  Apology to the Plains Indians

In class over the next two plus days you wi l l  be learning about some of the saddest episodes in
American History, "How The West Was Lost" to Nat ive Americans between the Civi l  War and the
year 1890 (end of the f  ront ier and massacre at Wounded Knee).  We wi l l  especial ly focus on the
tragic stor ies of what happened to the Cheyenne (Southern Plains) and the Sioux (also known as
the Lakota -  Nofthern Plains).

Assignment:  Nat ive Americans have never received a formal apology from the U.S. government
or rai l road companies for our wrongful  t reatment of them and the destruct ion of their  way of l i fe.
As President,  i t  is t ime for you to do so. (Better Late Than Neverl)  As you view "500 Nations"
take vour own notes on the events you see which show the wrongful ,  hatef ul ,  and inexcusable
treatment of Nat ive Americans. These facts (names, places, detai ls) should be included in your
wri t ten apology. You may also want to use ideas from the attached readinq bv Helen Hunt
Jackson ("A Century of Dishono/ ' ) ,  who tr ied to do for Nat ive Americans, what Harr iet t  Beecher
Stowe had done for s laves in Uncle Tom's Cabin. In your "apology" on behalf  of  the government,
please also include facts f  rom your textbook (sect ions 1B-1 and 1B-2) which wi l l  f  urther explain
the disgraceful  t reatment of our " f i rst  Americans".  For example, Chief Joseph's (Nez Perce) story
is told in depth in your text and you may also want to make mention of in your apology.

YOUR ESSAY SHOULD BEGIN. . . "DEAR SURVIVING ANCESTORS OF THE PLAINS
|ND|ANS. . . "  AND SHOULD BE APPROXIMATELY 1 .5  to  2  PAGES lN LENGTH (TYPED) .  As
usualwith port fol ios, a minimum of 3 visuals must be included.

Extra Credit Options (up to +10 points straight extra-credit each):

1 . Cont inue your "apology assignment" with an extra-credit  essay that begins as fol lows:
"As for the f  uture.. ."  Do some research on the current status of Nat ive American peoples
who once inhabited the Plains (or other region).  What is there current status? Do they
current ly have any lawsuits f  i led against the U.S. on their  behalf? What is being done to
rect i fy the histor ical  wrongs committed against their  ancestors (casinos, land r ights,  etc.) .
What do you think, i f  anything, the U.S. government should do in the future on behalf  of
Nat ive American peoples?

Choose one great Nat ive American leader.  l t  can be someone you learned about from
your textbook, from "500 Nations" cd-rom (Chief Joseph, White Antelope, Geronimo,
etc.) ,  or someone of your own choice. Wri te a BIOPOEM about that part icular leader.
Use the attached Bio-poem Worksheet and model (on Sit t ing Bul l )  to produce your
f inished oroduct

2 .
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Rttlkttt du.S'ttt I ' ine Ridgt'Resenuti()tt in .t(,utl) I)ukottt itr Iut)1, tt.s t lt 'rrt<rulizefl Sittrtt Intl ians
u'ttit llteir tunt l)eJbuted by !he nuli()n's u'(slu'urd !]ftrtt'llt, tlte tribe rt'sistt'tl their forccd transi
tiott ftrtnt utttttulic lttutlers Io sedenlutl, lunnL'rs.

HELEN HUNT JACKSON

A CENTURY OF DISHONOR
'I'hc 

tule of th<t ro'ottus, tbc oppr<.ssi()ns, tbe rtturdars o.l tlte I\tciJic-sktlrc lndiarts in the

Ittst tbirtt, ttutrs. . . is ltxt tn()r$tr()us ltt ltc b<'liclt'tl.

Eorn in Amherst. Massachusetts, Helen lFiskel Hunt Jackson (1830-18851 was raised to

be a conventional wife and mother. Her father taught Latin and philosophy at Amherst

Cotlege, and she was a neighbor and l i felong fr iend of Emily Dickinson. As a gir l .  she

attended private schools in lpswich and New York. and in 1852, she married an army

officer. Edward 8. Hunt. She dutifully followed him as he was reassigned, and gave

birth to two sons, one of whom died in infancy. Eleven years after her marriage. her

husband died in an accident; two years later her second son died. Eereft.  she began

writ ing poems and art icles for magazines. In 1875, she married Wil l iam S. Jackson, and

they sett led in Colorado Springs. After hearing a lecture, she became interested an the

pl ight of the lndians and embarked on extensive research to expose the government's

mistreatment of the lndians. In 1881, she published A century of Dishonor, which she

sent to every member of Congress; an excerPt aPpears below.

tT-

I  l r t ' r t '  i s  n { ) (  . r n l ( ) ng  t l t r ' s c  t l t r t ' t '  l t t t t t t l r t ' t l

bands  o f  [ n< l i ans  l i n  t he  [ ] n i t c c l  S ta t r s l  on t '

u.hich hes rrot sutli 'rcrl crucllr at tlrt' lt:tnds

ci ther ( ) f  t l rc  ( i< lvcrnnle{r t  ( ) r  0t  u ' l r i t t '  sct t lcrs.

The po<lrcr ,  the nrorc ins igni f icar t t .  thr :  t r t t l rc

help lcss thc band. thc nrorc ctr ta in ( l te cr t rc l t t -

and orr t rage to wlr ich thcv t tavc bcctr  st t l r ;ectcd

This is  cspecia l ly '  t ruc ol  thc t rer tc ls on thc I 'ec iht '

s lopcs.  
' Ihcsc 

Inr l ians f i r t rnd t t t t ' t t tsc lvts o l  a sud

den surrounclccl  bv ancl  carrg l r t  t tp tn t l tc  grcat

in l l r rx of  golc l  s t : t 'k ing sct t lers.  e:  l tc lp lcss crca.

t r r rcs ( )n u st l r r t 'nrc c:rught  u1t  i r l  a t idal  rvavc.
' l 'hcrc 

\ \ 'as n() t  t i rnc [ i r r  t l rc  ( iovcr t rn lcnt  t t l  nrake

trcat ics:  n() t  c \ ' ( ' r )  t in le for  ct lnrnluni t ics tO ntake

Ies 's.  
' l  

l r t '  t l lc '  of  thc u ' rongs,  the o1>pressi t lns,

thc nnrrc lcrs of  t l tc  [ )aci l ic-skrpc India l rs in thc

la.st thirtr' \'ears *rrulcl be a volutuc trf itself, and

i : , ;  t (x)  nx)nstrotrs to t re l le  l ievcd.

l t  nr : rkrs l i t t l t '  d i l l 'ercncc.  hou'cver,  q 'herc

onc ()J)cns (he rccorc l  of  thc h istor l '  t l f  thc In-

dians; cvcrr' pegc end cvcn' ' 'car has its dark

stain.  l 'he st( ) r \ '  of  ( )ne t r i l )c  is  the ston'  t l f  a l l ,



varied onlv bl' diffcrences of timc and place : but

neither time nor place makes any di-ffercnce in

the main facts. Colorado is as greedv and uniust
in l8uo as s'as Georgia in 18,10, and Ohio in

1795; and thc United States Government breaks
promises n()ri' as deftly as then, and ivitlr addcd
ingcnuity from long prat t ice .

()ne of its strongest supports in so doing is

the wide-spread sentiment among the peoplc of

dislike to the Indian, of impatience $'ith his

presence as a "barricr to civilization," and dis'

trust of it as a possible danger. TIre old talcs of

the frontier life, with its horrors of Indian rvar-

fare, have gradually, b1' fw<r ()r thrce gcncra-
tions' tclling, produced in the avcragc mincl

something like an hereditary instinct <lf tur<1trcs
tioning and Unrcasoning aversion which it is al

most impossible t() dislodge or soften.
There are hundreds of pagcs of unirnpcaclt

able test imorrl '  on the sidc of the Indian; btt t  i t

goes for nothinli, is set doq'n as sentimcntalisrr)
or partisanship, tossed aside and forgo(tcn.

Prcsidcnt alier presidcrrt has app()ir)tcd cotn
mission aftcr conrnrission to inquirc inlo ancl
rep()rt ulx)n Inclian :rllairs, attd to nrakc suggcs

tions as to tlrc bcst rncthods of managing tltcrtt.

The reports arc f i l led lvi th cloquent statentcnts

of wrongs dorre to tlrc lnclians, ttf pcrfidies orr

the part of thc (iovernnlcnt; thcy counsel, as

carnestly a.s q<rrds can, a trial of thc sintplc arrd
unperplexing cxpedients of tclling trutlr, kecl'r
ing promises, making fair bargains, dcaling iustly
in all n,ays and all things. 

'l'hcsc rcp()rts arc

bound up with the ( iovcrnnrcnt 's Annual Rc

ports, and that is t l rc cnd of thcm, It  woulcl prob'

ably be no exag{icration to say that not ()n('

American cit izcn out of ten thousand cvcr sccs

tlrem ()r knows that thcy cxist, and -Yct anY ()llc

of tlrcnr, circtrlated thr()ug.h()ut the c()untr)',
read by thc r ight-thinking, r iglrt ' lccl ing rncn and

wonlcn of this land, rvould bc ol itsclf a "catll-

paign docunrcnt" that u'otr ld irr i t iatc a rcvolu-

tion whiclr tl'ould nt>t subsidc until thc Inclians'

wrongs wcrc. s() far a-s is norv lcft possiblc,

rightctl.
In l t l69 l)rcsidcnt ( irant appointed a cont-

rnissi<ln of ninc nren, reprcscrtt ing thc inf lucncc

and phi lanthropl '  of  s ix  leading Statcs.  t ( )  \ ' is i t

the di f ferent  Indian rescn'at ions.  and to "exam-

inc al l  matters apperta in ing to Indian af fa i rs."

In thc report of this commission are such

paragraphs as thc following: 
"-fo asscrt that 

'the

lncliarr rvill rrot q'ork' is as truc as it I'ould be to

sav that tlre lr'hite man svill not work.
'Why 

should t l re lndian be expcctcd to p lant

corn,  fencc lands,  btr i ld  l t t>uses,  or  do anvthing

but get lirocl fiom day' t<t dav, when expericncc

has taught l r im that  the product  of  h is labor wi l l

bc seized bt tlre wlrile man to'morrov,'? The

nrost  indtrstr ious pvhi tc nran would become a

dr<;nc urrdcr  s int i lar  c i rcumstanccs.  Ncverthe-

lcss,  r ranl '  of  t l rc  Indians" ( the conrnr iss ioners

nright morc lirrcibll' have said l -IO,(XX) of the

Indians )  
"arc a l readl '  at  work,  and l i r r r r ish ample

rehrtat ion of  thc a.ssert ion that  
' the I l rc l ian wi l l

not lr'rlrk.' ltrere is rx) cscapc fi<tm tlre inexttra-

bl r  logic o l  facts.
"  l ' l re l r is tory '  < l f  t l te ( iovcrnnte nt  c()nncc-

ti()ns \\,ith thc lndians is a shanrcful rtctlrd of

brokcn t rcat ics and t rn l i r l { i l lcd prorniscs.  I 'hc

histor t '  o l  thc b<lrdcr ,  r r r 'h i te man's c<tnncct ion

u' i t l r  thc I r rd ians is  a s ickcni t rg rccorc l  of  murder,

outragc.  ro l rbcn' .  rnd u ' rongs commit ted bl '  the

filrnrcr. a.s the rulc, :rnd occa.si<ltral savagc ttttt-

lrrcaks end unspc:rkablv barb:rrous dcccls of re-

ta l iat ion lx '  thc lat ter ,  as the cxccpt i ( )n.
" ' l -at rght  l rv  t l rc  ( iovernnrctr t  that  thcl '  had

r ights ent i t lcd to rcspect ,  whcn thosc r ig,hts

Irar '< '  been assl i lcc l  by thc rapaci t .y  ( ) l ' t l rc  whi tc

rnan thc arrrt w'[riclr slroulcl hal'c lt<'cn raisccl to

protcct thcnr lta.s cvcr tlct:tt rcadl' ttl sustain the

aggrcss()r.
" ' l ' l rc  t t 's t i rnorr \ '  of  vrrnc ol - thc highcst  mi l i '

tary of f iccrs of  thc t l r r i tcd Statcs is  on rccord to

t l rc  cfkct  t l tet ,  in  our lndian w;rrs,  a lntost  * ' i t l r '

( )u l  cxccpt i ( )n,  t l tc  l i rs t  r ! {arcssi( )ns h: l \c  bcen

nradc bl the rvhitc rrtan, ancl tlre assertion is

sr . rpp()r tcd b\ '  ( 'vcr)  c iv i l ian of  rcpt t tat ion who

has str rc l icc l  t l re subicct .  ln acld i t ion to t l re c la.ss

of  robbcrs and out la* 's  u 'ho l ind i rnpuni ty in

thci r  nelar ious J l r rst r i ts  ( )n thc l i ( )nt icrs,  therc is

a largc class of profl'ssctllt' rcptrtablc men u'ho

usc cvcrv nrcans in thci r  power t t l  br i r rg on In-

dien rrars l i r r  t l rc  sakc ol  thc prof i t  to bc re:a l ized

tiottr tlrc l)rcsct'lcc of troolls and the cxpc'ndi

turcs () l  ( ; ( ) \ 'crntr le l l t  l i rnds in their  rn idst  
' fhcy

procla i t t r  dcat l r  t ( )  t t lc  I r ld ians at  ; r l I  t i r r lcs i t r

l r '< l rc ls atrc l  1)ubl ic i l t io l ls '  
nraking ut l  d ist i t rc t t t l t r

t rc tw'ct ' t r  thc lnt l ( )ctnt  aut l  t l te gui l t l '  
- lhc;-  

i ratc

t t re lo* 'cst  c la-ss t t t  n)cn to thc pcq)ctrat 'on of

thc darkcst  t lcccls egatrr : r  t l rc i r  v ic t rn) t '  
ln t t .  

" t

iuclgcs ancl ltlr)'me(r shrcltl tltcnr frotn tlrc lttsttcc

due to t l tc i r  cc inrcs [ ] r 'en 'cr inrc commit te ld l ly

a rlhitc nratr :rgainst :rn ltrcliatr is conccalccl clr

paltiatcct [:r'cry ollt'nce conrnrittccl bv atr lndian

against lr \\'lrlte nratr is bornc on thc winf1s of thc

post ()r thc tclcgrx[']lr t(] ttrc rcnl()tctt-tl:l-:ttt nt

thr  laI rd.  c lothed wrt l ' r  e l l  t t rc  horrors rvhich the

real i t t  t l r  i tn: rg inat i t ln  cart  t l l r r lu '  ar t iund i t '

Against sttctt influcnccs as thesc ttre pcopler of

the t ln i tcd States nccd to bc rr 'er t rcd-"



Biopoem Worksheet
Line

Line

l :

, .

3:

4:

First name

Four trais that describe the character

Line

Line

Position orjob

Innging for (list three things)

Line 5: Who feels (list ttuee things)

Line 6: Who needs (list three things)

Line 7: Who fean (list three things)

Line 8: Who gives (list three things)

t
Line 9: Who would like to see (list three things)

I

Line l0: Resident of

Line 11: Indian name Hinmaton-yalaktit

Alternate for last line: Kopet ("That is all" in Joseph's language)

HRW maodd copyrighted under mtico appoarim esrlier in this work.
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Model Biopoem

Sitting Bull

Sitting Bull
Powerful, wise, stubborn, and courageous.
Medicine man and Hunkpapa Sioux leader.
Longingfor justice,freedom, and peace for his people.
Who feels hatred, hostility, and distrust toward whites.
Who needs man! v,arriors, good ponies, and victory over l-ong Hair, Three

Star Crook, and the GreatWhite Father.
Who fears no victory is in sight, no end to the wars, and no return of the

buffalo.
Who gives sacriftces to the Wakantanka, cures to the sick, and counsel to the

chiefs.
Who wouW fike to see the defeat of the Cavalry, reservations disappear, and

the Siouxfree to return to their traditional hunting grounds.
Resident of the buffalo coun@.
Tatanka lyotake.
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