
American History 1l - Mr. Ruppert
Chapter 14/16: The Expansion of American Industry and lmmigration i  City Lif 'e
Video Assignment: New York: A Docunrentary Fi lm by Ken Burns (70 points total)

Introduction:
As we have done earl ier in the course, we wil l  be using this Ken Burns' documentary as a
"case study" to accompany your textbook. Nowherc in Arnerica dicl thc "Expansion of
American Industry" take place on such a vast scale than in "the donrinant American city,"
the Big Apple. I lverything that was part o1'thc r isc of incluslr iul Arncrica (thc birth o1'
new technologies, electr i f ication, engineering f 'eats, the activit ies of "captains of '
industry" and "robber barons," the grinding povcrty uncl squalor ol ' the lrves of new
imrnigrants, industrial warf 'are, "machine" poli t ics." and everything else under the sun)
took place in New York City more ofien and on a greater scale than any other place in the
nation. In short, it was THE PLACE wherc thc hurnan drama of inclustriiiiz,zrtion /
immigration and al l  the good and bad that came with i t  in the latc 1800s and early 1900s
was played out.

We wil l  be viewing two episodes of thc clocurncntary:

Ilpisode 3: Sunshine and Shadow (ltt65 - lll9tt)
Episode 4: 'l 'he Power and the People ( ltt98 - l9ltt)

In these episodes, we wil l  be learning about the history o1'NYCI lhrnr the encl ol ' the Clivi l
War up to the awful tragedy at t l .re Triangle Shirtwaist Cornpany l irc in | 9 I I  .

Your assignment:
l .  Preview the "overview" surnmary of the cpisode. View the documentary in class.

2. Takc rncntal notes on inlorrnation and lacts l ' rorn both cpisode s that are related to
the concept  o1 ' " l rnmigrant  expectat ions o l 'Amer icu vers l rs  rea l i ty" .  You wi l l
ult irnately have an assignment relatccl to this thcrne.

3.  Night ly ,  go to  "Mr.  Rupper t 's  His torv  Pagcs"  onl ine.  Cl ick on "Mv Amcr ican
History Links." Explore the fbl lowing, as instructed by Mr. Ruppert:

o  El l is  Is land Onl inc Database 1892-1924 -  This  s i te  conta ins d i rect ions fbr  searching the
rniclof ihr records of American immigrants wlto arrr ived here between 1892-1924. You
can also flnd inlbrmation on U.S. census records and U.S. Naturalization records.

o Ellis Island Interactive Experience -- From the History Channel / Will you be allowed
to enter thror-rgh the Golden Door?

o LowerE,ast Side Tenement Museunr - Experience l i f 'e as a recent l9th-early 20th
century imrnigrant to Nerv York City l iving in a tenement. Incredible virtual reali ty tour
of 97 Orchard St. tenement comr;lete with audio tour. Online historv at i ts best !



.  Nerv York: A Documentary Ir i l rn -- PBS Cornprnion Site to l lpisotle -- l :  Sunshine and
Shadow (1865  -  1898)

r New York: A Documentary Fi lnr -- PBS Companion Site to Episode-4: 
-phs 

f 'owt:r
and the t 'eople (  1898 -  l9 l8)

.  L l iddcn New'  York {Vi r t la l  Rcal iqy" [ 'our  o l '  12 L i t t le  Known I .ocat ior rs ' fhrouglxrut
the Ci ty

4. ( lomplete the activit ies / answcr the clucstions on the fol lorvine pugcs that
acconrpanyeachepisode.  Your  rcsponses are due whcn wc tcst  on Chl rptcr  l4 l l6 .
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l .

Episode 3: Sunshine and Shadow (1865 - 1898)

Answer the fbl lowing in a well organizedVzt<'t3/a page response which inclucles
supponing examples / detai ls I ' rorn this cpisocle. I txplain why "Sunshine and
Shadow" is an appropriate narne l irr a docurnentary that covers the historl,
o f  Nerv York Ci ty  dur ing th is  per i rx l  ( | t l65 -  l89t l )  /  ( I0  po ints)

l lsc  thc car toon below,  episoc le 3.  anr l  a  l i t t lc  rcsearch (web s i tc  l ink f i r r  I31t .3)  to
ans\vcr  c lue s t ions I  -  4  (  l0  po ints  I

t  larper 's  Weekly. , lanuary 1 '1.  I  U/  1

T W E E D L E D E E  A N D  S W E E D L E D U M .
( A  n e t u  ( ' l v i s l n t a s  P a n t o r n i n r  a t  l h t ' I h n t t n a n y  I l d l l )

c l r o w x  ( t o  l r , r x r n r t l r . r ^ - )  
' ' [ . c t ' s  

l ] l r n d  t ] r r r r r  w r t l t  l l r r r .  J I ] ( l  t l ] c t l l  t : r k e  s o r n f  n t , r r c

1.  Who ar r :  ! \ I i l l i a t t r  M-
- l loss" 

- l \r ' t : t :d (. lWr:r:dlr:dcc)

and Peter Swecny (Sweedle

t l t r rn )?  Wl ru t  i s  I : r r r r tna t ty

I  Ia l l?

2 .  Wl ra t  soc ia l  c lass  arc  the

peoplt:  receiving the

rrroncy? I klw ciut you tell?

Where is lht:  rnoncy coming

f rorn? At what t ime of year

is (his carloon taking place?

l )oes  i (  n ia t tc r . t  Wl ty?

3. What is the (. lown

( lWt:cd) suggesting whert

he says, " l .et 's bl int l  therrr

with rhis, antl thcn takc

sorne more?"

4. \ryhat was t lre- cartoort ist,
'Ihornas 

Nast, suggesting
about lhc real f i l rarrcial
winners in t lre prrtr l ic

treasury raidl



3. fhe fbl lowing individuals al l  greatly inf luenced l i fe in New York in thc 19"'ancl
early 20"'centuries (not always for the better): (20 points)

.foshua Beal
Jinr F'isk
J.P. Morgan
Jacob Riis
Washington Roebling
Wil l iant M. Tweed

Russell I{. Conwell
Henry (ieorge

Thomas Nast

Thomas Alva Edison
Jay Gould
Frederick Lalv Olnrstead

John Augustus Roetrling Ernily Roebling
Al Smith Flmnra Stebhins
Cornelius Vanderbuil t ,  Walt Whitman.

It is the year 1898, and you are the president ol 'a brand new total ly f ict ional col lege, thc
University of 'New York. You havc bcen asked to serve on its adrnissions committec.
You must choose -5 of the above l8 individuals to be admitted to your col lege. In
making your selections, you should consider all the applicant's accomplishmenfs as
adults up to and including 1898.

In a solid paragraph, sum up, for each of the live you choose, whv you think that they are
the most worLhy ol admittance to your university. In a solid paragraph, sum up, for ANY
thrcc rvho were reiectcd. whv it  was that vou saw l.herrr ls unf i t  l i rr aclrnittunce .

S'I 'AY'I 'UNIJD T,-OR'I 'HE I 'PISODIi 4 ASSIGMEN'I

NEW YORK:  A  Documen ta ry  F i l r n

Overview

f  
l t  t lu ' .1 .1  y r . . r1s  g lv r . r r . t l  I ry

|.  t l rrs r 'Pisr;t l r . ,  Ncw york ( ) i{y
clrangccl rrror c d r;urratic-ally
than in any periul in its histo-
ry  I io r r r  a  t r rc r ( . l la l l l  c i t y  to
the second largest rnetropolis
in theworld, Newyork ttnk
cenler stage,

(.entral Park, trt:gun belbre
the ( l ivi lWar. was supposed
to bring peace and breathing
space to Nerv york. Instead,
t lre arca arourrd i t  was occu_
pied wirhin t lecades, as the"Gilded 

Age" brought stun_
ning wealth to I .p Morgan,
lay ( iould, antj  f  i rn F-isk, who
buil t  rnansions on the park's
eastern border, Fif th Avenue-
At t ire sarrrc t irrre, legiorrs of
new irnnrigran(s arr ived, nlost
s r l l l r ' ( ' z { ,d  i l r to  tc r rcn tc r t l s  i r r
t l re  o ldcr  corners  o f  thc  c i ty
far frorn thc park that ha<j
been prorr ioted as beneficial

lo lhcrn. ' l 'he bosscs of
Ihrlnany l lal l  and the photo,
graplrs offacob I l i is scrvcd
these new poor in different
rvays, brrt by thc tr,rnr of tle
(:etrtury, the gap l tclwecn
rich and poor had never
been greater.

New Yorkers also tackled
trerrrcntlous projects durirrg
these years_'lhey raised the
rnoney to put together t]le
Statuc of Uberty and raiser. l
her to trer feet in Ncw york
llarbor. They built rhe Brook-
lyn Bridge, an engincering
marvel that cost the lives of
rnany and connected Brook,
Iyn, funcrica's f irst suburb,
to l",lanhattarr. futd, i.rr the
ntos l  exkaord inary  -s t r  

r r r . .
ture" of al l ,  by a vote of al l
Nerv Yorkers in l)ccernbcr,
1897, Brooklyn joined Marr_
Irat lan. Statcn Islancl.  eueerrs,
arrd t lre Bronx to trecome lran
of New York Ciry-



American History I I - Mr. Ruppe rt
Chapters l4l16: The Expansion of American fndustry
Video Assisnment: New York: A Docunrentarv Film

and lmrnigration / City Life
by Ken Burns (70 points total)

Assignment: Episode 4: The Powcr and the People ( 1898- l9ltJt

Instructions: You have already conrpleted the assignnrent for Episode I (Sunshine and
Shadow) tor 4O points.  Thc lol lowing assignment,  whiclr  accorrrpanics l : ,pisodc 4,
is a two part assignment. Part I is required and worth 30 points ['art ? is
optional, and worth up to + l-5 points cxtra credit.

l .  Read the overview of Episodc -1 of thc Ne u' York docr-rnrent.ar l
2 .  Comp lc l c  t he  l o l k rw ing :

Overview

I  s  t l t e  (w ( : n t r c l l l  r ' r ' n t u t \
fl, d,rwrretl. Nr.u' \irr k

underwent cxlraordinary

transf t ) r  o ia( io l ls  that  r r rarkr

t l r t :  c i t y  t l r e  soc ia l ,  c t r l t u ra l ,

and econornic cL.ntor ()f tfi('

I Jnitcd Statcs. Skyscrapcrs,

str t :h : rs the [ : lat i ron Btr i ld ing,

chaugcd both Marrhat tarrs

skydinr :  and the l ives of i ts
pcoplc;  thc srrbways opcncd a ,
ncw world beneath thc city.
ln onc gencrat ion,  Grcater  l
Ncrv York 's populat ion nxrrc
t l r an  doub l cd  f r o rn  [ . 91
n t i l l i o r r  i r r  tU t l 0  t o  4 .7 /  r r r i [ [ i on
i n  I  9  l 0  -  as  an  cnd l css  wave
o f  i r r r r r r i g ran t s  r r r adc  i t s  r r : r y

across the At lant ic ,  thc ncrr ,
corncrs d isplacing car l ier

arrivals in the tecrling slurns
of  lowcr Manhartarr  and i r r
thc needle and construction
tradcs, One hundred forty'
two of them (rnostly tcenaged
gir ls)  d ied in t t rc ' l i iangle t r re
i r r  l9 l  l ,  a preventatr le t ragcdy
that rcnewcd tlrc cfforts of
progrcssive reformers antl
pol i t ical  f igures l ikc Al  Snr i th
to improve urban housing,
publ ic  heal th,  and working

cortd i t ions.  In seekir rg govcrrr
mental  solut ions to urban i l ls ,
New York again sct the agenda
for change nationwrde.

Thcme: lmrnigrantsf:xpqctat iortof 'Arncr ic j !1e,1s_t isRc:r l r tv -

ffi 
(rtqoirtd) -r lrrunqnnt Qopsnglfun

'l , Yorlr poeni i .ap s(lrrg ritrisl

! Have arr appr-opriaie iifle baseti on this iirerrre (ex, Grided Anerica)
b) Corrsisi of 3 stanzas, each with 3-i0lirres (24-30 Lrres iotat) ri1(t{rriu.r.
c) if a"rap sotrg", you shot-i id aiw inciurjc'a refratn (reircaie-,i afier eacfr starrza)
d) lt shoLrld 'flow' and n;tav be irt rhyrrre, aithough ti-us ;s not ieqired

inoi ali poenis rhymeli

2 The content of the poem I rap sorig nit-.isi take the foiiowing formai
-- Stanza 1 shot-tid foctis or't youi p.e-ifilnrrg.atro(r hofes and dreartis A(rreatca

as ti re Land oi Opporluniiy . . The Golder r Door' io a Setter Fr.rture. . How
do you think it wili compare to the lan,i oi y,-iuibirih \lfi-rai fi:iure do ycti.t. 

\see rn Arnerica for- your-seif? ( (n cl6as 1t+ perW rrlmrgiarr t ft&jtry5 )
-- Stanza 2 shtruld iocus ort i t ie irnrnigrat iort expeireirce [r-orrr the taarts-Ai iar-r1,,-

crosstng lfi sleerage, tirrotrgh yotrf fuisi sightiug cf the Stature ol l.rbeiiy
and finally to your ei<perience on Eriis lsland you wiri be rnaking ii"ihroughr 

the Goldeir Door" but fiiayiiti frrertds oi yotris rird r-rot \iiiry?
V{as t i  a fnghtenrng prtcress tor yort arryl iow" Vy' iry" 1,,5 Sia,trz r1,,si
i jse as mtich specif ic conteni and.icr 'nuroiogf f  torr thc Ner,,  york Vit j , : , t
as possible (arcI t t tL t lo -  A)

- Stanza 3 strould foats ort iife oar iire oiher srde oi ihe "Golderr 
Door.'iS i r-rrrtir,

, arrived rrrrmigrar'ii. Use conter^ri ar-rd te.{-rinology from yJ"i tex} 1/ - I u,-7 t,t-})
Ep 3 ood + -r o, tLl rt g,' j  yu,tr 

- 
1 , taii> lS niuch as possibie i i l  ihis siarrza (toi

ex; tcncmenis, ethniC neighborhoods gi-rcttus, swc-atshops.
speciaiizaiion, etc )

YOU MAY 8E "CREATIVE 
iN YOUR LANGUAGE AS iETiEMEi.IiS MAY

BECOI.IE "TENI{IES" 
CR rHE STAIUE OF 1 If]ERIY I,{AY 3ECOI,1E "L \I)"

L18", ETC - otsvloust Y No PRoF.a.Nil y ! /!r { ur. aor FRA.IFII tN { Hts
ASSIGNMENT!

- Yorl niay aiso ir=rciude an opiiorrai Star-rza 4 wirrci-r reiieLis oir wil€tr'r€i, rf yor.r
had the choiq; to r-nake again, wouid you have (:hosen io {.i'iliig.aie io the Unite,-j
Siaies, havirrg e^pe.iertL€(j i i fe crr ihe "oihea r;, je oi i i  rc Goirjeri Dool as aa
i -  _ :  _ - _  - r
{ i l t t l f t u r  a t  r {

Fari 2 oi iJ're assrg.r.nerri - SEE TijE tsACK OF Ii i iS SHEEi



rO?hona I I
I

Paii 2 .
Msuallv depict the conirast betweerr what irrtrnigr-ants ei<pede.j to r'irri in Arr+erica beior-e

irn.nigrating yeisgi the reaiity of life for many afier they anived

arr.J shor:id take tt-re follcrwir-rg formai

quu fcurl^ W a-\"lqflJfT,fth
tf 

" 
$ot't Y'1? I

Qoswb@vrl ltk) 
@

Overall Tt+14,-
lebf'+lz I Subhftr,3,

I

0ox
I

Box
a

The overall title you give you, mini-posier (ai the very top) should reflect this difference i gap

which often exisied oetween an immigrants hopes of oppo(unity in Arneric: versus the

reality of the industrial and urban *ofld h. / she worked and lived aftet artivai to Arfierica

Subtifle #1 (orr the left) should refiect inrmrgraf'ris seeing Arrrerica as the "goiden door oi

opporlunitY"

Subtiile #2 (orr the r ighi) shoui,J I eflec-i the imrrrigrani 
"fieeiing city and industry An rer t' rcr

styie'

YOU MUST ILLUSTRATE THESE TWO CONTRASTING ViSIONS OF AMERICA IN EOX 1

Af{D BOX 2 You ma'/ use crayons, maikers, chai'coal, sketch pencits, coloiecl penclls'

computer generated graphics, a(td l o( any combination of these

It is NoT REQUIRED but you may a.ld "real visi-rirl ccrf-rierri" io Box i and fiox 2. For

instance, {naybe you use i photo-.r{ the siatue of trbeiiy irr box 1 insiead of diawir'g 'i i)r

rnaybe y,:ti fin,j aphoio of a ie'-lemeni o, a child wor*.ii-rg in a sweatshop for Sox 2

'r'our visuai page MUST BE Oi.l 8.5 X


