American History 11 — Mr. Ruppert
Chapter 14/16: The Expansion of American Industry and Immigration / City Life
Video Assignment: New York: A Documentary Film by Ken Burns (70 points total)

Introduction:

As we have done earlier in the course, we will be using this Ken Burns’ documentary as a
“case study” to accompany your textbook. Nowhere in America did the “Expansion of
American Industry” take place on such a vast scale than in “the dominant American city,”
the Big Apple. Everything that was part of the rise of industrial America (the birth of
new technologies, electrification, engineering feats, the activities of “captains of
industry’” and “robber barons,” the grinding poverty and squalor of the lives of new
immigrants, industrial warfare, “machine” politics,” and everything else under the sun)
took place in New York City more often and on a greater scale than any other place in the
nation. In short, it was THE PLLACE where the human drama of industrialization/
immigration and all the good and bad that came with it in the late 1800s and early 1900s
was played out.

We will be viewing two episodes of the documentary:

Episode 3: Sunshine and Shadow (1865 — 1898)
Episode 4: The Power and the People (1898 - 1918)

In these episodes, we will be learning about the history of NYC from the end of the Civil
War up to the awful tragedy at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire in 1911.

Your assignment:
1. Preview the “overview” summary of the cpisode. View the documentary in class.

2. Take mental notes on information and facts from both episodes that are related to
the concept of “Immigrant expectations of America versus reality”. You will
ultimately have an assignment related to this theme.

3. Nightly, go to “Mr. Ruppert’s History Pages™ online. Click on “My American
History Links.” Explore the following, as instructed by Mr. Ruppert:

o Ellis Island Online Database 1892-1924 - This site contains directions for searching the
microfilm records of American immigrants who arrived here between 1892-1924. You
can also find information on U.S. census records and U.S. Naturalization records.

e Lllis Island Interactive Experience -- From the History Channel / Will you be allowed
to enter through the Golden Door?

o Lower East Side Tenement Museum - Experience life as a recent 19th-early 20th
century immigrant to New York City living in a tenement. Incredible virtual reality tour
of 97 Orchard St. tenement complete with audio tour. Online history at 1ts best!




e New York: A Documentary Film -- PBS Companion Site to Episode 3: Sunshine and

Shadow (1865 - 1898)

e New York: A Documentary Film -- PBS Companion Site to Episode 4: The Power

and the People (1898 - 1918)

¢ Hidden New York -- A Virtual Reality Tour of 12 Little Known Locations Throughout

the City

4. Complete the activities / answer the questions on the following pages that
accompany each episode. Your responses are due when we test on Chapter 14/16.

Episode 3: Sunshine and Shadow (1865 — 1898)

1. Answer the following in a well organized 2 to % page response which includes
supporting examples / details from this episode. Explain why “Sunshine and
Shadow’ is an appropriate name for a documentary that covers the history
of New York City during this period (1865 - 1898) / (10 points)

2. Use the cartoon below, episode 3. and a little research (web site hink for Ep. 3) to
answer questions 1 —4. (10 points)
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TWEEDLEDEE AND SWEEDLEDUM.

(A new Christmas Pantomime at the Tanmany Hall)

Crown (1o Pantaroon) “Let’s Blind them with shs, and them take some more.

1. Who are William M.
“Boss” Tweed (Tweedledee)
and Peter Sweeny (Sweedle-
dum)? What is Tammany
Hall?

2. What social class are the
people receiving the
money? How can you tell?
Where is the money coming
from? At what time of year
is this cartoon taking place?
Does it matter? Why?

3. What is the Clown
(Tweed) suggesting when
he says, “Let’s blind them
with this, and then take
some more?”

4. What was the cartoonist,
Thomas Nast, suggesting
about the real financial
winners in the public
treasury raid?



. . . th
3. The following individuals all greatly influenced life in New York in the 19" and

early 20" centuries (not always for the better): (20 points)

Joshua Beal Russell H. Conwell Thor?as Alva Edison
:lim Fisk Henry George Jay (lo.uld y
J.P. Morgan Thomas Nast F‘reflenck Lz}w Olmstea
Jacob Riis John Augustus Roebling l<:m|ly Roebll.ng
Washington Roebling Al Smith Emma Stebbins

William M. Tweed Cornelius Vanderbuilt, Walt Whitman.

It 15 the year 1898, and you are the president of a brand new totally' ﬁgtional coll‘ege, the
University of New York. You have been asked to serve on its admissions committee.
You must choose 5 of the above 18 individuals to be admitted to your colleg.e. In ‘
making your selections, you should consider all the applicant’s accomplishments as

adults up to and including 1898.

In a sohid paragraph, sum up, for each of the five you choqse, why you think thatflhe/}\/;ls
the most worthy of admittance to your university. In a solid Rar{lgraph,lsu1n up, for
three who were rejected, why it was that you saw them as unfit for admittance.

STAY TUNED FOR THE EPISODE 4 ASSIGMENT

NEW YORK: A Documentary Film

Sunshine and Shadow (1865-1898)

} to them. The bosses of
QV?WIQW o o Tammany Hall and the photo-
nthe 33 years covered by graphs of Jacob Riis served

Ithis episude, New York City these new poor in differeni
changed more dramatically ways, but by the turn of the
than in any period in its histo- century, the gap between

ry. From a merchant city to rich and poor had never

the second largest metropolis been greater.

in the world, New York took

New Yorkers also tackled
center stage.

tremendous projects during
these years. They raised the
money to put together the
Statue of Liberty and raised
her to her feet in New York
Harbor. They built the Brook-
lyn Bridge, an enginecering

Central Park, begun before
the Civil War, was supposed
10 bring peace and breathing
space to New York. Instead,
the area around it was occu-
pied within decades, as the

“Gilded Age” brought stun-
ning wealth to J.P Morgan,
Jay Gould, and Jim Fisk, who
built mansions on the park’s
eastern border, Fifth Avenue.
At the same time, legions of
new immigrants arrived, most
squeezed into tenements in
the older corners of the city
far from the park that had
been promoted as beneficial

marvel that cost the lives of
many and connected Brook-
lyn, America’s first suburb,

to Manhattan. And, in the
most extraordinary “struc-
ture” of all, by a vote of all
New Yorkers in December,
1897, Brooklyn joined Man-
hattan, Staten Island, Queens,
and the Bronx to become pan
of New York City.




American History 11 — Mr. Ruppert
Chapters 14/16: The Expansion of American Industry and Immigration / City Life
Video Assignment: New York: A Documentary Film by Ken Burns (70 points total)

Assignment: Episode 4: The Power and the People (1898-191%)

Instructions: You have already completed the assignment for Episode 3 (Sunshine and
Shadow) for 40 points. The tollowing assignment, which accompanics Episode 4,
is a two part assignment. Part | is required and worth 30 points. Part 2
optional, and worth up to +15 points extra credit.

1. Read the overview of Episode 4 of the New York documentary
2. Complete the following:

Theme: Immigrants Expectation of America versus Reality

Overview ~ Ractq (rgoiced) _, gmigant Rap song | foem

s the twentieth century Directions

dawned, New York 1. Your poeini / tap song st

underwent extraordinary aj Have an appropriate title based on this theme {ex; Gided America

transformations that made b? Consist of 3 stanzas, each with 8-10 lines {24-30 tines total) mininu.

the city the social, cultural, <y ifa‘rap aL‘u g™, you shicuid &iso include a refrain 1 {(fepeated after each stanzaj

« - LY P ) P T . A L s P H,

and economic center of the d) i should “flow” and may be in fhiyme, aithough this is not regired
kg

United States. Skyscrapers, (not ali poerns rhymet)

such as the Flatiron Building,

changed both Manhattan's 2. The content of the poem / rap song must take the foll owing format

skyline and the lives of its — Stanza 1 snouid focus on your pre- waMugration fopes and dréams. . AMeiica

people; the subways opened a as the Land of Opporturuty .. The Goldern Door to a Setter Fulure.  How

new world beneath the city. do you think it wili compare to the land of your birth What future Q'U yoid N

[n one generation, Greater w, se€ it America for yourself? (’(/ﬁ claas Ié’f Pf’fS{)ﬁ lmf‘mgm Nt ('fdd!f\) J

New York's population more

than doubled — from 1.91 -- Stanza 2 siould focus on the immigration expanence rom the trans-Adant, -

miltion in 1880 o 4 77 million Crossing in steerage, through your fst sighting of the Statue of Liberty

in 1910 —as an endless wave | and finally to your experience on Eiiis sland. You will be making it

of immigrants made its way “through the Golden Door” but maybe fnends of yours aid not. Wiy ?

across the Atlantic, the new- Was it a fnghitening process for you anyfiow? Wiy? This Staaza m..st

comers displacing carlicr use as much specific content and CrITinoiogy from the New York  Video

arrivals in the teeming stums s possivle. (and +ext 1o - 9)

of lower Manhattan and in

the needle and consteuction -- Stanza 3 shiould focus on iife on the other side of the “Golden Doo” as a rwwiy

trades. One hundred forty Ep 3and arrived wminigrant. Use content and ierminology from Your text(i6-3 and 14~ 3)

two of them (mostly teenaged paa LI‘“‘) and New Yok _ {video) a5 Much as possitie in this stanza {for

girls) died in the Triangle Fire €x, lenements, ethnic Neighborhoods - ghetios, sweatshops,

in 1911, a preventabie tragedy speciaiization, etc )

that renewed the efforts of

progressive reformers and YOU MAY BE “CREATIVE iN YOUR LANGUAGE AS TENEMENTS MAY

political figures like Al Smith BECOME “TENNIES™ OR THE STATUE OF UBERYY MAY BECOME “L DV

to improve urban housing, LIB" ETC - OBVIQUSLY NQ PROFANITY WILL BE TOLERATED N T HIS

public health, and working ASS|CN~MENT"

conditions. In seeking govern-

mental solutions to urban ills, - You may aiso indiude an optional Stanza 4 wiuch reflects on wihetnier, f you

New York again sct the agenda had the choice to make again, would you hiave chosen 1o immigraie {o the United

for change nationwide. States, naving experienced i o of e “other side of thie Golden Door” &5 an

lumugr ant
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Part 2 |
Visually depict the confrast between what immigranis expecied to find in America belore
immigrating versus the reality of iife for many afier they arrived
M BE ON 8.5 X 11 PAPER and shoutd take the following format
ReUI9ioN ¢ | v
Jou may Ust G | Overail Tite

\argec komak Subtile | Subtitle X
16 you Wi

\ }
( Poster ‘Ooa'fd/m) 6(‘))( ng(

-

The overall title yau give your mini-poster {at the very top) should reflect this difference / gap
which often existed between an immigrants hopes of opportunity in America versus the
reality of the industrial and urban world he / she worked and lived after arrival to America

2. Subtitle #1 (on the left) should refiect immigrants seeing America as the “goiden door of
opportunity”

3. Subtitle #2 {on the right) shouid reflect the immigrant “meeting Gty and industry American
styie”

4 YOU MUST ILLUSTRATE THESE TWO CONTRASTING VIiSIONS OF AMERICA INBGA 1
AND BOX 2 You may use Crayons, markers, charcoal, sketeh pencils, colered pencils,
computer generated graphics, and { of any combination of these.

4 itis NOT REQUIRED but you may add “real visual content” to Box i and Box 2. For
instance, maybe you use a photo of the statue of liberty iri box 1 instead of drawirg + Tn
maybe you find a photo of a tenement o7 a child waorking in a sweatshop for Box 2



